MAMMAL NEWS

YORKSHIRE OTTER FORUM

The first meeting of the Yorkshire Otter Forum was held at
the "Leeds 'offices of the Naticnal Rivers Authority on
Thursday 7th November 1991. The participants were Lynne
Coll'ing <K.5./N. C. Otters and Rivers Project), who acted
as secretary, Charles Critchley (Forestry Commission),
John Pygott (National Rivers Authority)>, Helen Smith
(Species Protection Officer, English Nature), Michael
Thompson (Yorkshire Mammal Group), who acted as chairman,
Laura Winter and Gordon Woodroffe, who were present as
interested persons. After discussing the use and format
of the forum, a summary of work done to date and the co-
ordination of otter records and the otter release
programme in Yorkshire, the forum agreed to meet again in
a year's time. At the next meeting others outside
Yorkshire will be invited to attend.

DORMOUESE CAPTIVE BREEDING

According to| the Zoological  Soclety of London . Ajnual
Report, 11990-91, four dormice 'were  born ' in| captivity. az
London Zoo during 1990. On the 3lst December 1390, ther=
were seven males ansd six females in the Zoo's collection.

A MAMMALING WEEKEND IN YORKSHIRE

The fifteenth Hackness Grange Country Hotel natural
history wekend, to be held between 13th and 15th November
1992, will be devoted entirely to mammal topics and field
trips. The Hackness Grange, which 1is situated in the
wooded hills just outside Scarborough, =" an"iiares
eminantely suitable for mammal studies.

It is hoped to arrange 1illustrated lectures on otters,
marine mammals, some of Yorkshire's more unusual mammals
ans the care of injured mammals, along with a limited
sized small mammal 1life trap survey, using Longworth
traps. For further details, look out for information in
the summer edition of the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust's
newsletter or contact Michael Thompson direct (Tel. No.
0904-768438) . The weekend 1is one of the Yorkshirte
Wildlife Trust's annual events. »

NEMATODE PARASITES OF WOODMICE

A recent study described the relationships between

woodmice and nematode parasites (Hel lgmosomoides
polygyrus) 1in enclosed woodmouse populations. Parasite
prevalence was 98% and parasites were highly aggregated
within the host population. Nematode parasites did not
affect host reproduction but survival of infected mice was
impaired. Mouse worm burden did not affect parasite
fecundity.

Ref: Gregory, R.D.
Journal of Animal Ecology 60, 1991

RED SQUIRREL POULATION ECOLOGY

From 1985 to 1988, Klenner and Krebs studied red squirrel
population dynamics in low and high populaticn density
habitats in British Columbia, Canada. They found that the
addition of supplemental food led to increased recruitment
resulting in higher population, densities 1D both
habitats. They concluded that the difference in squirrel
density between the two habitats was due to higher food
avalilability were limiting the latter population. It was
also found that territorial behaviour limited recruitment,
but its intfluence on population densiy was not as strong
as that of tood abundance.

Ref: Klenner, W, & Krelis, C.J.
Journal of Animal Ecology 60, 1991



