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BOOK REVIEWS

Deer by Norma Chapman
Whittet Books Ltd., 18 Anley Rd., London W14 COBY,.
1290 £6..85

This really . is an excellent book - packed full of
information and vey readable. In fact, once picked up,
it's difficult to put down again until every page has been
devoured.

There =are no photographs, but there are plenty of

accurate, and often amusing illustrations by Diana E.
Brown. The book covers everything from biology and
ecology, to conservation and folklore, concentrating
mainly on British species, but mentioning a few

“foreigners" along the way.

Many comparisms of the deer species are given, including
size, appearance, distinctive markings, winter and summer
coats and lots of illustrations of different activities.
I would defy anyone not to be able to identify any British
deer after digesting all this information!

Also compared are the breeding and social habits of the
different species, 1including an annual social and sexual
cycle for each species, naturally with accompanying
illustrations:

Roesuck .

The book contains a comprehensive sectiorn on antlers,
their morphology, physiology, annual cycle and uses. Als
provided is a section on tracks and signs of varicus
species.

Distribution is discussed, noting the role of deer parks
over the centuries, and a list of current deer parks is to
be found on the back pages, along with a list of deer
orientated organizations.

Finally, amongst all the wvital information about deer
contained within this book, are many little-known but
interesting facts. For example, did you know that the roe

deer is the fastest British land mammal over a sustained
distance (a fact most dogs should do well to note!> and
that the latest way to keep deer from destroying young
plantations 1is the wuse of eau de lion dung (presumably
showing that deer have exceptional memories!).

Ann Hanson

Arabian Mammals - A Natural History by Jonathan Kingdon
Academic Press, London £49.50

This beautiful book, written in both English and Arabic
describes and illustrates the indigenous mammal species of
the Arabian penisular. Following the publication of his
seven volumed FEast African Mammals, Jonathan Kingdon
started to collect material in the 1980s for this book.
He visited Saudi Arabia, Oman, Yemen and the Gulf States,
but has not included information from Israel and Syria.
The distribution maps include parts of Jordan and Iragq and
follows closely to their biological limits the distinctive

Arabian flora and fauna, taking into account political
borders. Not only is Jonathan Kingdon a wildlife artist
of considerable merit, but also a renowned biologist. He

has illustrated the book with his own pencil drawings, as
well as painiting 55 colour plates of Arabian mammals.
Over 100 species of mammal are authoritatively described,
along with a distribution map for most species. The text
covers the widespread decline of Arabian mammals, the
domestication of some of them, along with new conservation
initiatives.

I would recommend this book to anyone who has an interest
in Arabian mammals, either as a general natural historian
or as a serious mamnalogist with a concern tor
consarvation. In spite of 1ts price, it is well worth
having in cone's naturalhsters” FIoraky.

Michael J.A., Thompson



