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The presence of a weasel in the loft of a ftwo-storey house
at Cayton near Scarborough over a period of several weeks
was noted by the house owner and subsequently con:irmed by
direct observation of the animal. Weasel ‘scats ' were
distributed widely around the loft, but were not analysed.

Tony Lane and Colin Howes

References
Howes, C. A. (1977>. The Naturalist, 102, 117-12t.
Alcock, I and Worsop, P. (1982). Sorby Record, 20, 5-10

Massey, Iy Wood End Museun, Scarborough, personal
communication.

STOAT "FEEDING "ON'"NESTING

HOUSES SEPARRKNOWS

Suspicious noises coming from the roof space of a house in
Wicketthern Road, Armthorpe, (SE/6205) at the end of April
1985 led to Officers of the Doncaster M.B.C. Environmental
Health Department being called to investigate. A
preliminary 1inspection found nothing untoward and the
laying of poisoned bait failed to produce a ‘'body".

On 1st May, a further examination of the attic revealed
four droppings defenitely not from bats, rats or mice.
Neither were they from grey squirreéls (Sciurus
carolinensis), which from time to time have entered the
roofs of houses In the nearby Cantley area.

The ' 'scatsiwere clearily " from a'’carnivore," ' 'but”' theifr
measurements” (up' to 30 ‘mm. 'long 'and up to' 5 "mm. 'in
diameter) were too small for ferret (Mustela vison), mink
(Mustela vison) and cat (Felis catus), all of which occur
in the Armthorpe area, and were too large for weasel
(Mustela nivalls). This left stoat (Mustela erminea) as
the 1likely candidate, the droppings of which closely
matched our specimens.

Stoats are extremely nimble creatures, capable of
rummaging through hedges and bushes and shinning up trees
in search of birds nests. They regularly raid tird tables
and have managed, on rare occasions, te obtain

precariougly suspended tood put out for titmice. However,

Just how this animal managed to gain access to the roof is
a 'stotal' mystery!

The reason for the stcat's presence in such an unlikely
habitat was revealed by the examination of the scat's
contents. Each of the ftour <specimens was entirely
composed of the remains of a small passerine, identifled
from feather remains as house sparrow (Passer domesticus).
House sparrows had in fact been nesting in the house
eaves, so It seems likely that the intruder had been
attracted by this seasonal food source.

The record, wunusual though it may appear, is not without
precedence in Yorkshire. On 14th December 1975 at 10.45
pm., a stoat was watched by the light of a street lamp as
it searched for roosting house sparrows in the guttering
and under the roof tiles of a building in Castleford.

C. A. Howes
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