MAMMAL NEWS

SAVE THE INTERNATIONAL WHALING COMMISSION!

A split which occurred at the recent International Whaling
Commission meeting in Reykjavic could result 1in the
resumption of whale hunting. Iceland and Norway objected
to the Commission's decision to uphold the moratorium on
commercial whaling and to reject their proposals to hunt
fin and minke whales in Atlantic waters. As a result,
Iceland has begun withdrawing from the IWC and could start
whaling again in June 1992. Norway 1is still considering
its position.
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SAFE: SETTS

British badgers will be safer from diggers if a bill
aiming to protect their setts becomes law. The bill has
pessed its third reading in the House of Commons and was
supported by 100 MPs, with only 19 opposing it. At the
moment, it is difficult to obtain convictions of badger
baiters because of a loophole in the law which allows
those found digging into setts to claim thaey are digging
for foxes.
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TEST TUBE MONKEYS

The world's first 'test tube' rhesus monkey twins were
recently delivered following in vitro fertilizattion CIVF)
and embryo transfer (ET) to foster mothers. The same
techniques have also produced high rates of implantation
in marmoset monkeys. In,sa: recent. neview, . Wolf et. .al
considered the application of primate IVF-ET techniques as
models for human reproductive technology and 1in the
conservation of endangered primate species.

At present about half of the world's 200 species of
primates are listed as endangered, vulnerable or rare, and
this situation is likely to worsen over the next few
decades. The potential success of captive breeding
programmes 1in maintaining viable poulations of these
animals is limited by the numbers of individuals needed to
retain sufficient genetic variation. The use of frozen
genetic material for use in IVF and ET minimises space and
storage costs, while allowing for a large number of
genetic samples to be kept.

Reproductive technologies can also contribute to disease
management in captive primate populations, since frozen
genetic material is not prone to disease and embryos may
be transferred from infected to disease-free individuals.

Research findings from model species can be applied to
endangered primates. At the moment, humans are being used
as a model for IVF in gorillas, the pig tailed macaque is
being used as a model for the lion-tailed macaque and the
rhesus monkey is being used as a model for the Celebes
macaque.
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TERRITORIALITY IN URBAN FOXES

Doncaster and Macdonald analysed the spatial organization
of foxes living in the city of Oxford and compared it to
that of a surburban population. They? (found-—that . in
contrast to the territories of suburban animals, those of
city foxes continually drifted in location. This mobility
was found to be due to social instability in city
populations caused by increased turnover of individuals
and higher fecundity. The authors note that drifting
territoriality represents a “rapid modification of
behaviour since the urban niche first become occupied by
foxes in the 1930's".
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