CANAaL.=S — A DEATH—TRAFRF

FiOR" DeEErR

The drowning of a female roe deer in the Stainforth-Keadby
canal (South Yorkshire Navigation) at Stainforth on 1st
January 1377 (Natwuralist. (1977). 102 143-144) provided
one of South Yorkshire's first tangible records of this
now widespread species,

Roe deer populations in the lower vale of York and the
Humber head area have now increased to the extent that
most suitable woods, copses and scrub areas are either
occupied or visited, but sadly the incidence of canal
drownings has also risen markedly,

N 2nd and 6th June 1390, specimens were found drowned in
the Aire-Calder Navigation near Goole by Mr, Chris
Dutheridge (site warden at the Humber Keel ‘'Sobriety
Project' on Goole Docks), - The first is now in the
Doncaster Museum and the second was buried on site for
prposes of skeletonization,

Discussions with bargees and British Waterways EBoard
workers on canal craft revealed that during 1339 between

Goole and Rawcliffe 4-5 deer had been found drowned
and a further four had been found alive and helped onto
the canal banks, They also reported. that during

the spring of 1990, a deer had been trapped and drowned in
the locks a Knottingley and that up to June 1390 a
further '§-—7 had been found drowned in the piled
section between Goole and Pollington,

The problem also exists in the rural New Junction Canal
which links the South Yorkshire Navigation at Kirk
Eramwith to the Aire-Calder Navigation near Sykehouse,
Here five roe deer were found drowned during 1390 up to
13th Septemnber (J, Pickering, pers.comm, ).

Since these canals often pass through the intensively
managed arable landscapes of the Aire and Don lowlands,
the broad zones of tall herb, scrub and woodland which
have developed along the canal corridors provide some of
the most undisturbed cover and feeding areas available to
these large and mobile mammals,

Under normal circumstances roe deer could easily swim
across a stretch of water to reach suitable cover, It
would seem, however, tht the metal or concrete piling
required to prevent bank erosion is proving too high to
allow the deer to scramble ashore, Deer may also be
unwilling to swim away from their targeted cover in order
ta search for a more suitable egress,

The local BWE engineer  (Mr Mike Harvison, Castleford
COD77) 554351 ) is concerned about the situation and is
inviting suggestiocns for the modification of embankment
design or for the design of devices which would enable
animals to scramble cut of the water,

I would' lIikea to ' 'thank & Chils Dutheridge for drawing
attention to this matter, articles on which have appeared
in the Goole Times and Chronicle on 776, 1476 and
23/8/1990,

C.A. Howes

BOOK REVIEWS

Stoats and Weasals, Polecats and Martens by Paddy Sleeman
Whittet Books, £6,95

Faddy Sleeman's book is a good introduction to  these

fascinating carnivores, Full of new and interesting
information, separate chapters cover the four species.
These are followed by chapters on all aspects of their
tehaviour, preferences, energetics, denning, scientific
studies and field signs, I heartily endorse Slesman's

comment that even with the advent of techniques such as
radio tracking, reading field signs is a sadly neglected
subject amongst scientists,

I was pleased to see sections dealing with such topics as
surplus killing and a concise account of the weasels of
Wytham wood, probably one of the best studied animal
communities anywhere in the world, i

There is no doubting Sleeman's enthusiam  for, and
knowledge of , the mustelids, but I found his writing very
stilted in the early part of khe book, with much
repetition of words and phrases, Had he written in the
amusing and stimulating way in which he lectures, the book
would have been greatly improved,

Gordon L, Woodroffe




