EAT SZ=ECTION REFORT

1990 has hkeen ancother active year for the Bat Section,
Bat boxes were put up for the River Authority along the

River Ouse at New Walk, These will be inspected next
YEaT, A survey was carried out at Castle Howerd, which
revealed the presence of pipistrelles, noc tules,
Dautenton's and whiskered bats. Fermission has been

granted for surveys to be done in 1991 both here and at
Duncombe Park,

In June, the Bat =Section participated in National Bat
Weelk , The nationwide bat count was broadcast on radio and
numbers were phoned in from throughout North Yorkshire,
Also during National Bat Week, section members promoted
bats wsing displays and live bats, Garden centres around
York agreed to put bat boxes on sale,

The bat boxes at Rievaulx Abbey were ochecked in  the
summer, but no bats were found, At Jervaulx Abbey, a
survey was carried out, Roosts of Daubenton's and
Natterer's bats were faund, but not asscociated with the
buildings,

Edna talked to the children of Tadcaster School about bats
and demonstrated some live specimens, Throughout the
year, NCC surveys and indoor lectures continued,

Edna Shamm and Lesley Helliwell

OTTER RELEASES IN YORKSHIRE

In 1990, four otters were released in Yorkshire. This
project 1is the first in which wild otters have been
introduced into a river virtually devoid of otters. 5

the culmination of several years' work selecting the
release sites, whose locations are a closely guarded
secret. The cooperation of six landowners and their
gamekeepers, together with the water bailiffs, has been
achieved over six miles of river.

The otters are monitored each month. It is hoped that the
study will provide information on their ranges, seasonal
diets and, ideally, answer the question "What do otters
need from their environment?"

The four animals were provided by the Vincent Wildlife
Trust, which 1is very closely involved with the project.
The otters are: 'Arnold', an orphan from Northern Ireland;
‘Eve’', a starving road accident victim; ‘'Oscar’, a lost
cub found at Lord Powys's garden in Wales and 'Ettie', who
was swept up in a river flood.

All the otters were rehabilitated by Jim and Rosie Green
who are ecologists for the VWT. Every year they receive
about twelve wild otters; orphaned, injured or stricken
with disease. Between 1983 and 1990 the VWT has returned
nine animals to the wild at five separate sites. However,
all previous releases were into Scottish or Welsh rivers.

Gordon Woodroffe




