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The Naturalist (the Yorkshire Naturalists' Union's
journal , produced on a monthly basis 1277-1942 and
quarterly to present),

YNU Bulletin (produced by the Yorkshire Naturalists'
Union twice yearly since 1334),

d) COASTAL EIRD COBSERVATORIES

The recent vogue for coastal birdwatching which  has
increased the intensity of systematic sea watches, with
regularsurveillance at sites such as Filey Erigg, Bempton
Cliffs, Flamborough Head, Scarborough Castle as well as
Tees Mouth and Spurn,

This is begimming to be productive of cetacean (and other
sea mammal) observations, & recent example being Andy
Allport's C1922) detailed reports of Common rorgqual (fin
whale) and lesser rorqual (minke whale) of f Flamborough,

Stranding data from Spurn has been routinely forwarded by
the warden to the Eritish Museum (Nat, Hist, ),

Spurn Bird Dbservatory

Of 24 coastal bird observatories around the EBritish Isles,
Spurn was EBEritain's third, established as long ago as
1346, It is managed by & comnmittee of the Yorkshire
Naturalists' Union,

The first full time warden was appointed in 1960, enabling
daily records to be kept, In 1965, a hut was built from
which systematic sea watching could be uwundertaken, a
feature which significantly aided the monitoring of marine
mammals i

The immaculately maintained daily observation log sheets
at the YNU's DOhservatory are an invaluable source of
regular cetacean sightings and occasional strandings,
Since Spurn has been a bird ocbservatory from 1345 and
detailed log sheets maintained since the 1960's, there is
an  invaluable opportunity for a statistical review of

periodic and seasonal trends in sightings, Such  an
exercise could produce useful data on long term trends in
population  and migratory movements, Applications to

consult observatory records should be made Lo the
committee chairman, Mr, Jobn Cudworth (17a Prospect Road,
Ossett, WFS SAE), AR

Filey Erigg Bird Observatory

The Filey Erigg Urnithological Group own and pericdically
man & sea watching hut at the base of Filey Erigg,
Records are kept on observatory lines by group members and
visiting naturalists,

The first full year's observations were revealed in the
1973  annual report, which conatains  mammal records,
received on 206 days from €40 hours of logged watching,

PROJECTS IN FPROGRESS
CPhotographic records)

Through  the sleuth-like perserverance of Ian Massey of
Wood End Museum Scarborough, the discovery of new records
and verificartion of hitherto unconfirmed ones has been
achieved by the collection and examination of late 13th
and early 20th century post cards, photographs  and
‘lantern slides’',

To date this work has formed the basis of an excellent
illustrated lecture, though should be considered as the
basis of & major publication,

(Newspaper records)

Slavish detective work by Barry Greenacre of Goole, on
19th and early 20th century series of the Goole Times is
revealing fascinating and impressive concentrations of
reports of strandings and killings largely in the upper
reaches of the Yorkshire Ouse, many associated animals
becoming entangled and trapped in the nets of the then
thriving Duse salmon fishery,

Single species studies

Records aof harbour porpoises in Yorkshire waters and the
tributaries of the Humber are being collated and analysed
in a study of their seasonality, hard size ansd status
changes (Howes in prep, ),
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