was published to commerate the 100th annivsrsary of the

classical publication, The Handbook =iy Yorkshire
Vetebrates by W.E. Clarke and W.D. Roebuck. Siitciofiithe
fifteen contributors to the publication ws-e Yorkshire

Mammal Group members. The group is also af::liated to the
Yorkshire Naturalists®' Union, but, regrettab v, the effect
of the YMG's foundation has been that 1litt.=2 mammal work
has been carried out in the county by the Ma=mal and Lower
Vetebrate Section of the Union.

Bats make up one third of the total mammesl species in
Britain, and Yorkshire has eleven recordei species of
bats. Hence, bat work by the group has played a major
part in its field activites. The 1long term ringing
programme of the pipistelle bat, now in i:s fourteenth
year, is one of the longest ongoing programmes of its kind

in Europe. A lot of findings about Britain's smallest
bat have emerged from this study, which has been led by
Michael Thompson. Under the leadershicz of Lesley

Helliwell and Edna Shann, the Group has its bat section,
which helps the Nature Conservancy Council in its
conservation work for these mammals in North 7Yorkshire.

Currently the YMG, under the guidance of Gor3on Woodroffe,
the field studies officer, 1is involved ir a long term
study of the water shrew at Filey Dams nature reserve,
and a dormouse programme in a wood near R:ievaulx Abbey.
The membership remains steady and mon=hly meetings
continue to be held during the autumn and winter at
Garforth House, 54 Micklegate, York. Field =<rips are also
organised. The YMG's magazine IMPRINT 1is issued twice
yearly in January and July.

The Yorkshire Mammal Group 1looks forward <o many more
years of activity and will, it is hoped, be as productive
in 1its field study work as it has been in the past.
Anyone interested in mammals in Yorkshire will be welcome
to come to an evening meeting.

Dick Wakelin, Chairman.
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Inspection of the dormouse boxes at the National Trust woodland

at Rievaulx
Michael Thompson, Graham Toose, the N.T. Warden, and

Youngman,

Terraces on 6th May 1990 by Julie Hanson, Mary

his son, Stephen.
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Blue tit nesting
Blue tit nest

Woodmouse present in box, with
nesting material.

Old nesting material

Robin nesting

Woodmouse with nesting material

Empty

Numerous millipedes
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Old wasps' nest. Nibbled acorns
Hazel nuts nibbled by woodmouse

Empty

Nuts and acorns nibbled by
woodmouse
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Empty

Old nesting material
Empty

Nibbled sycamore seeds — probably
woodmouse activity

Wasps' nest



