MAMMAL NEWS

HORSESHOE BAT OPTIMAL FORAGING

The greater horseshoe bat (Rhinolophus ferrumequinum
appears to use optimal foraging strategies, possibly using
echolocation to interpret insect wingbeat characterisitics
and select prey according to size and/or taxon. Analysis
of faeces and prey remains compared to insect availability
revealed that more large items were taken than expected by

chance. The bats' diet was most diverse when preferred
prey items were rare, and most selective during pregnancy,
when mainly moths were taken. These results contradict

previous studies which have indicated opportunistic
feeding in rhinolophids.

Ref: Jones, G.
Journal of Animal Ecology 59 <(1990)

DEADLY RAPE?

A recently introduced variety of oilseed rape has been
implicated in the deaths of roe deer, although it does not

appear to be toxic to hares and rabbits. '‘Double low'
varieties (so-called due to reduced levels of
glucosinolates and erucic acid in the seed)> are more
palatable to herbivores than traditional strains.

Although feeding trials produced no i1l effects in
rabbits, increased planting of rape has led to reduced
summer food availability for species such as the brown
hare and may have affected their survival rate.

Refs: Boag, B. ; Macfarlane Smith, W.H. & Griffiths,D.W.
Tapper, S.
Aspects of Applied Biology 23 (1989

CAUSES OF OTTER DECLINE

In their study of otter decline in Norfolk, Spalton and
Cripps investigated the effects of pollution, habitat loss

and eel netting on the population. They concluded that
although thess factors may have contributed to the
reduction in numbers, none had caused 1it. Instead, they

suggest tha: the study population became 1isolated after
the national decline in the 1950's, leaving the otters
vulnerable to accidental and natural mortality.

Ref: Spaizcon, J.A. and Cripps, S.J.
The Report of the North Norfolk Otter Project
1986-1987.

BATS AS PREY FOR OWLS

In a recent article, John Green revealed tmat he had
discovered bat remains in owl pellets from sites in Wales
and England. Long-eared bat (Plecotus auritus) and
Natterer's bat (Myotis natttereri) bones were found in
barn owl pellets, while tawny owl pellets contained
pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus) bones. Although
bat remains have previously been recorded in low numbers
from barn owl pellets, information on this phenomenon
remains scanty.

Ref: Green, J.
Country—-side 27 (2)1989

DOLPHIN HEART PATHOLOGY

In a recent study of dolphins found stranded on the
Atlantic coast of France, 27 out of 30 animals examined

showed signs of one or more cardiac diseases. The most
common affliction was valvulopathia, which affected two
thirds of the cases. Heart muscle and vascular diseases

were also observed.

Ref: Preau, C. and Duguy, R.
Mammalia 53 <(3)> 1989.

FOX DISPERSAL

The behaviour of dispersing and non-dispersing foxes
(Vulpes vulpes) has been compared by Woollard and Harris.
Radio tracking analysis showed that both groups had
similar sized home ranges, except during the dispersal
season. Nocturnal activity patterns did not differ
significantly, but dispersing foxes had a greater tendency
to use daytime 1lying-up sites outside core areas of
activity.

Ref: Woollard, T. and Harris, C.
Journal of Animal Ecology 59 (¢1990)



