which will hopefully be in February. We should also
consider ways of spending some of the money we have now
accumulated, and lathough one or two suggestions have

already been made, further ideas will be welcome.

A busy year for everyone, but no large projects.

Edna Shann
Bat Section

FIELD STUDIES REPORT 1989

Although field activities, were poorly attended by
members, 1989 was a year of quite intensive field work.
The Longworth traps were used monthly from February to
November and almost continuously from July.

In February seven of us went on a walk along the upper
reaches of the Riccal. Roe deer and grey squirrels were
seen and mink tracks were also in evidence.

The Filey Dams Water Shrew Project continued on a monthly
basis from February to November. This is the second year
that the dams have been regularly trapped. Roger Smith
and I first pegged out trapping grids in 1988, so we now
have data for 16 months. While this has still to be
analysed, it has shown the dangers of drawing too many
conclusions from trapping in one place once a year at the
same time. Filey had previously been trapped by the YMG
in July or August in 1985, 1986 and 1987 when large
numbers of water shrews were caught. However, subsequent
traps have revealed far less water shrews when the same
grid has been trapped. They have, however, shown that
certain species dominate at specific times of the year.
The results also indicate the presence of pygmy shrew in
higher numbers than the water shrew.

The following species have been recorded:

Apodemus sylvaticus, Clethrionomys glareolus, Sorex
araneus, Microtus agrestis, Sorex minutus, Neomys fodiens,
Arvicola terrestrlis.

It is not intended to carry out .the same intensity of
trapping in 1990. However, it would be interesting to trap
the grid on a seasonal basis to determine whether the
numbers of water shrew are always greatest in summer or,
indeed, if we are seeing some population cycles.

Stephen Jones has masterminded the other main trapping
programme, and he will be talking to the group about
this in March. His objective has been to assess to what
degree the 1isolation of a hedgerow influences species
composition and population sizes of resident small mamma 1
communities.

Another trap was held during the weekend of the 9th/10th
September with the YWT at Chafer Wood. This was organised
by Jack Whitehead with valuable assistance from Geoffrey
Oxford and Sarah Gardner. (Full details elsewhere 1in
Imprint).

Finally, seven of us Inspected the dormouse boxes at

Rievaulx Temples on Sunday 11th June. No dormouse signs
were found, but a number of blue tit nests with fledglings
were found as well as a long eared bat. After lunch five

of us had a short walk along the River Rye. Mink signs

were found and birds seen included grey wagtails and
dippers.

We were supported during 1989 by the Fishing Tackle Shop,
which donated all the casters used. I would also like to
record our gratitude to the Filey Bird Group, and
particularly Jack Whitehead, for their enthusiastic
support. As part of their appeal to raise funds for
another hide, they are organising a sposored bird race in
May. I suggest that we should field a team.

My suggestions for field activities in 1990 are:
River walks in January and February.
A hare walk in March, counting brown hares.

A water vole survey looking at sites where they have been
recorded during the last 5-10 years.

Water shrew traps in late March, June/July, October and
perhaps a water shrew trap at Ashbury Nature Reserve.

Dormouse weekend in May.

Your comments, criticisms and further 1ideas would be
appreciated.

Gordon Woodroffe



