BAT SECTION REPORT FOR 1989

Most of our work was undertaken separately by members in

their own areas. However, several indoor meetings were
held last winter and there were also some group visits in
the summer. One such visit was to the house of Bob and

Jenny Dicker in Dalby Forest, where three species of bat
were discovered. 49 pipistrelles were counted emerging
from their roof and they also had a Natterer's bat living
in a stone wall. Daubenton's bats had been seen feeding
over a lake not far from the house.There were no suitable
bridges for roosting, so these bats must have been using
either a house or a tree for this purpose.

Another visit was made to Ellerburn Church, where noctules
were seen flying around and whiskered and pipistrelle bats
were using the porch and roof. Lesley found an i{njured
female whiskered bat there later.

A visit was made to Crayke Church, where we saw Natterer's
Bats flying inside for the first time. A further watch is
needed next year to determine access points. The Vicar
is very interested and cooperative.

Many talks have been given during the year by members -
Lesley Helliwell, Bob and Jenny Dicker, Rod Hunby,
Margaret and Barry Bishop, Edna Shann, Michael Thompson
and Roma Oxford - to all sorts of organisations. The sale
of wildlife badges has gone well too.

Roma Oxford continued her visits to schools. Derwent
School got a mention 1in °'The Young Batworker' for the
amount of work they have done. Roma has also given talks
to Cubs and Beavers who are very interested in helping
with bat conservation. At Topcliffe they had been given a
grant of £50 which they were using to make bat boxes. Roma
also had a Natterer's bat from North Duffield which a cat
had injured, a whiskered bat from York Fire Station and a
female pipistrelle which was discovered inside a school.

Lesley Helliwell was asked to put on a display at Malton
Museum for three weeks in August, which was a great
success.

Edna Shann continued her survey of roosts in the Tadcaster
area and found one or two new pipistrelle roost sites.
The noctules had returned to their temporary roost in a
tree at Tadcaster Grammar School in June, but on the night
when a group visit was arranged they had unfortunately
disappeared. However, the numbers had increased since
1888, which was encouraging.

Margaret and Barry Bishop found that the Natterer's bats
at Stamford Bridge were not only using the previous roost
site but also another house further down the road. Both
these properties are new, which is unusual.

A lot of injured Bats were cared for during the summer.
These included pipistrelles, whiskered and long eared
bats and a noctule from Colin Howes in Doncaster.

Nature Conservancy Council calls upon the Bat Section are
now much reduced but there have been a few, and quite a
number of roof surveys required to be carried out in North
Yorkshire.

On the subject of bat boxes, the National Trust has
positioned 15 Boxes at Rievaulx and the Warden, Graham
Toase, '1s planning 'to 'put 'Up & further 15 A long eared
bat was found in one of the dormouse boxes and it is known
that there are also pipistrelles in the area.

The Bat Section also contributed to the York Environment
Week 1in May.A talk was given by Michael Thompson - the
most popular talk of the week - and stands were exhibited
both in the Museum Gardens and at Murton, where live bats
attracted much attention. We have agreed to take part in
the 1990 Environment Week. The Yorkshire Evening Press
has agreed to pulicise any events fortnightly in the New
Year, not only for publicity for Environment Week, but
also with a view to increasing interest and membership in
the Bat Section.

We have recently received a joint letter from John Burton,
Professor Paul Racey, Phil Richardson and Dr. Bob
Stebbings asking for support in the formation of a Bat
Society separate from the Bat Groups of Britain and the
Mammal Society. This 1is mainly for funding further bat
work and because the Bat Groups of Britain contact will no
longer exist after March 1990. The Society would be run
by subscriptions from either idividuals or Bat Groups.
This will be discussed in more detail at our next meeting,



