The mammal species recorded are similar, with both authors
recording:

Felis catus, Lepus capensis, Erinaceus eoropaeus,
Oryctolagus cuniculus and Meles meles.

Animals found in only one study are:

Johnson: Mustela erminea.

Wise: Clethrionomys glareolus, Apodemus sylvaticus;
Mustela nivalls, Rattus norvegicus and Pipistrellus
pipistrellus.

Both authors noted mortality 'hot spots', with restricted
vision and 1increased crossing frequency at those sites
being postulated as possible explanations.

Removal of corpses by scavengers was also seen in both
studies and Johnson suggests that various carnivorous
species may be attracted to the road by the presence of
regularly occuring road casualties.

Refs: Wise, N. Imprint No.12, 1989

Johnson, P.N. The Naturalist No.990. Vol 114,
1989

RHINOLOPHUS RADAR

Jones and Rayner, in a recent study on foraging and
echolocation of wild horshoe bats, found that their calls
usually consisted of a long CF segment, often initiated
and teminated by brief FM sweeps of considerable
bandwidth.

Rhinolophus ferrumequinum and R. hipposideros both fed by
aerial hawking, and R. hipposideros also pounced on prey
close to the ground. FM information may be used to
determine target range and obstacles. It may also
function 1in echo interpretation and following moving
targets. The FM sweep initiating both species' calls must
have an adaptive role, and the authors suggest that
rhinolophids be termed 'FM/CF/FM' bats.

Ref: Jones, G and Rayner, J.M.V.
Behavioural Ecology and Sociobiolgy 25 (1989).

Ed.

TAWNY OWL PREYING ON GUINEA PIG

Further to the reference to long-eared owl preying on a
gerbil at Denaby Ings, Soth Yorkshire (see Notes on Exotic
and Alien Mammals 1in Yorkshire> Paul Johnson of the Hawk
Trust recently informed me of the following incident:

In Beal (SE/5325), on the south bank of the Aire between
Knottingley an Kellingley, at about 10450 p. m. on
24/7/1989 a tawny owl was seen to hover kestrel-like over
a garden into which a small population of free-range
guinea pigs had strayed. The owl swooped down and caught
a full sized and very vocal specimen which it carried to a
nearby tree to kill. The owl then flew off with {ts
silenced quarry into the night.

A full report on the event is to appear in the Y.N.U.
Bulletin.

Colin Howes
Environmental Records Officer




