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parts was given by Shirley Thompson, the editor of the
Young Batworker. She described and illustrated the Eighth
International Bat Conference which was held in Australia.
Her photographs of some of the Dbats, which were
demonstrated to the members of the conference, were
excellent.

National organisations such as the Forestry Commission and
the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food were
represented with lectures on woodland bat conservation by
Jim Alexander and rabies in. ibatsy @ by < Arthun’ King
respectively. Sheila Walsh, an ex—-member of the Mammal
Group, gave a talk on the care and rehabilitation of bats.

The conference was divided into 11 workshops on a variety
of topics. Members were able to go to two separate

sessions during Saturday afternoon. I chose to listen to
Paul Racey introduce 'Bat in the hand' on the problems of
bat sexing and identification, followed by a session
entitled 'Survey and research without a licence' by Bob
Stebbings. In the evening there was a 'batty’
entertainment.

I have not been able to mention all the contributions, nor
the chatter and discussions between sessions and meals
which have such value at conferences. It was good to
see Bob Wells (an ex-member of Y.M.G.), as well asd Ron
Deaton, Charles Critchley and Beryl Cronin of the Mammal
Group and members of the Harrogate bat group. All in all,
an excellent occasion.

Michael. J.A. Thompson.

BOOK REVIEW

'Wild Animals' by John A Burton and illustrated by Bruce
Pearson
Collins Gem Guides 1980, 240pp, £2.50

This pocket sized and somewhat ambiguously titled book is
billed on the cover as a guide to 'all European mammals in
colour with details of tracks, habitats and behaviour’'.
This may seem rather an ambitious claim for a 3" x 4.5"
book with only 240 pages, but it is in fact packed with
clear concise information, delightful illustrations and,
at only £2.50, it represents extremely good value. A very
useful and compact addition to the European traveller's
library.

Ed.
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