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NOTES ON EXOTIC AND AL . IEN

MAMMAL. S IN YORKSHIRE

In the process of compiling a major national review of
that potentially hazardous phenomenon, escaped and free-
range mammals, Dr Simon J Baker <(MAFF Mammal Ecology
Group, Jupiter Road, Norwich) requested from the Yorkshire
Naturalists' Union information relating to the
Yorkshire/Cleveland/North Humberside region.

In response, the following series of notes, records and
references were rounded up from a wide range of sources to
provide the basis of a Yorkshire regional survey.

COYPU

"A note appeared in the 'Yorkshire Evening Post' for 27th
May 1938 of a specimen thought to be a large rat being
found at the Sand House (now Balby Flats), Doncaster. It
was removed to Doncaster rubbish tip where it was again
found and brought to Doncaster museum where it was
identified as a coypu”. (Howes 1973).

“In 1959/60 a number of coypus from Norfolk were
introduced into the small pond bordering Treeton Dyke, by
a local 'sportsman'. These were subsequently shot, having
bred in the meantime, and possibly the last one was found
at Ulley Reservoir some time later.

A dead coypu was also found at Ogston Resevoir in April
1964." (Clinging and Whiteley 1980).

MUSK RAT

"Its presence was suspected in the Doncaster district ca.
1935 (BM (Nat Hist) Catalogue of Mammals annotated during
the late 1930's by Alfred Hazelwood of Doncaster Museum)
and Mr W Bunting of Thorne tells me that it occurred in
Swinefleet Warping Drain [(Thorne Moors]l] but had been
exterminated prior to the Second World War" (Howes
1973

RED SQUIRREL (Introduced forms)

Sclurus vulgaris fuscoater Altum and S.v. numantius Miller
were introduced at Chatsworth, Derbyshire and Wentworth
Park, Wentworth Woodhouse, South Yorkshire respectively
during the 19th century - see Clegg (1970).

Atypically dark specimens, no doubt their descendants or
the results of hybridisation with indigenous South
Yorkshire stock are still to be found in the Sheffield
region.

CHIPMUNK

"Records of escapees, presumably Eutamias sp from Leeds
(J. Armitage) and Forge Valley near Scarborough on 26th
June 1966 (E.H. and C.H. Wear)" <(Clegg 1967).

ASIASTIC STRIPED SQUIRREL

"Two escaped Asiatic striped squirrels, the popular pet,
did not survive long in the wild at Scarborough <(C.I.
Massey)" <(Clegg 1967).

GERBIL

Since 1971 'unchained' gerbils have been doing their own
thing in various parts of Yorkshire. Reviews in Howes
(1983 and 1984) refer to Thorne and Goole Moors (SE/71) in
1971 “'Armthorpe «(SE/60) ‘“in" "1872=3 “and 1975-7; Chellow
Dene, Bradford (SE/13> 1in 1975; Pannal Ash, Harrogate
(SE/25)> in 1977 and Balby, Doncaster (SE/50) in 1980.

The latest on the gerbil front is the record of skeletal
remains <(det. D.W. Yalden) found in a long-eared owl
pellet (1 of 146 pellets collected 30/12/1986 - 30/3/1987)
from Denaby Ings Nature Reserve, Doncaster (SE/4901).

COATI

“By ‘kind cooperation of the Hancock Museum, Newcastle-
upon-Tyne, a coati (Nasua narica), one of two reported
during the past two years from near Osmotherly, 1is now on
display in the Yorkshire Museum (1970 z 48)" (Simms 1971).

RACOON

1969 o Osmotherly (SE/49). 1 shot at Thimbleby Hall
(C Simms YNU unpublished records).

1968970 = ",, .there have been no less than seven well
attested occurrences of racoons (Procyon lotor L.) in the
vales of Pickering and York over the same period {196S-
70} . Four of these have been shot. They seem quite able
to ‘live “ferally.. .* <(Simms 19707,
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