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CHAFER WOOD TRAP

9—10th SEPTEMBER 1989

On 9th and 10th September 1983 a base-line species survey
was carried out at Chafer Wood, & new Yorkshire Wildlife
Trust reserve nestling in a valley on the southern edge of
the North Yorkshire Moors at Ebberston. The event was
advertised and members of the public were encouraged to
take part in the trap; the high occupancy rate ensuring
that there was always something to do.

75 Longworth traps were baited with blow-fly pupae and
hamster food and locked open on Wednesday 6th September,
then re-baited and tripped on Friday evening, 8th
September. In order to achieve a representative species
sample three distinct habitats were used:

1 Dry deciduous woodland with dry stone walls.

2 Recently cleared scrub/grassland within deciduous
woodland.

3 Wet valley floor within woodland (and some bracken
sloped.

Traps were placed at random, mostly in pairs, and both
1ifts were started at 0900 and finished by 1130. Bright
weather prevailed, though the nights were dull with some
light rain. Results are tabled below:

Species Line

9th September 1, Dey. I'@. Scrabd 3.Wet TOTAL
woodland grass valley

Apodemus sylvaticus 7 8 3 19

Cleth. glareolus 14 3 19 36

Sorex araneus 1 2 1 4

Neomys fodiens 1 1

80% occupancy 60

Species Line
10th September T g SCrub/ 3.Wet TOTAL
woodland grass valley
Apodemus sylvaticus 8 9 2 19
Cleth. glareolus 8 1 20 29
Sorex araneus 1 3 3 7
73% occupancy 55

Average weights:

Apodemus sylvaticus 14.6 gms
Cleth, glareolus 197 " "gams
Sorex araneus 7.5 gms
Neomys fodiens ) 10.0 gms

One common shrew was found dead in the trap, despite dry
bedding and an abundance of pupae. Nothing significant
came from our attempts to sex the animals, and I felt that
the risk of error was quite high particularly with the
younger animals.

In conclusion, a thoroughly enjoyable exercise, which it
would be useful to repeat. It would be interesting to see
whether the opening up of scrub areas will draw in field
vole and pygmy shrew, and whether the water shrew (which
was trapped in dry bracken well away from water) is part
of a viable local population.

Jack Whitehead
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