Currently, according to Nigel Robinson, the
group’s finances are in reasonable shape. The committee
would like to thank Dean and Nicola Wise for their sterling
efforts in producing _Ilmprint over the years. The committee
would also like to thank Nigel Robinson for being treasurer
for two years. We would also like to thank the group’s
secretary Mary Youngman who admirably put the year's
programme together and found such interesting speakers.

Al though, on occasions, the numbers attending
indoor meetings have been up to 45, the paid up membership
is around 30. These figures are far in excess of the numbers
in former times, and indicate, we hope, that the Yorkshire
Mammal Group will continue to go from strength to strength.

Geoff Oxford
Nigel Robinson
Michael Thompson
Gordon Woodroffe
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Red Deer Prey

The following interesting observation was spotted
in the 'Scottish Bird News’ June 1988.

Two golden eagles were seen to swoop repeatedly
over a small herd of deer high on the slopes of Beinn Lice,
Sutherland. The deer moved forward and the eagles continued
to drive the herd, as sheepdogs drive sheep, towards rocky
crags.

The deer were 'driven’ along a narrow ledge which
ran along a cliff face. The eagles appeared to wait until a
small calf was in the middle of the ledge then one of them
dived and attacked the calf, clutching it in its talons. The
eagle rose and then dropped the young deer onto the rocks
below. The deer was observed to be badly hurt, one of the
eagles returned to the kill later.

Ed.

Bat Section Report - 1988

Since the conclusion of the Pipistrelle
Pipistrellus pipistrel/lus Survey last autumn, 1988 has been
a year for discovering new roost sites and different
species.

During the winter months a series of indoor
meetings was held covering a variety of subjects including
bat identification, public relations and bat biology. During
the summer, monthly outdoor meetings were organised 1in
various locations. Some of these were Low Catton, Kexby,
Crayke, Dalby Forest, Nunnington Hall and Kirkham Priory.

Whiskered bats Myotis mystacinus have been found
in Sinnington and Tadcaster, and a bat found in one of the
rooms at North Selby Coal Mine was also a whiskered.
Natterer’'s bats Myotis nattereriwere discovered at Stamford
Bridge and Low Staindale Cottage in Dalby Forest; also, the
vicar of Crayke Church sent a dead bat found inside the
church which was identified as a Natterer’s - a new species
for this church.

We gained several keen new members as a result of
our meetings and longstanding members have been working hard
individually: in particular, Roma Oxford, Michael Thompsaon,
Margaret and Barry Bishop, Lesley Helliwell, Edna Shann and
Nigel Robinson. Nigel has again been busy selling bat boxes.
Visits to schools and other organisations, talks, publicity
and caring for injured and abandoned bats have been ongoing
things. Lesley now has three captive Natterer’s bats in her
collection and two noctules Nyctalus noctula in addition to
her numerous pipistrelles. Edna started a survey in the
Tadcaster area and successfully found new roosts, including
a noctule roost. Talks have been given in various places;
Stillington, Scarborough, Malton, Tadcaster, to name but a
few. Lesley went to Dalby Forest to help with a bat weekend
supervised by Charles Critchley. The National Bat Conference
held in Southampton last September was attended by Bob and
Jenny Dicker, Lesley Helliwell, Dick Wakelin and Nigel
Robinson, so the bat section was well represented.

For most bats 1988 was a good breeding season but
for the Daubenton’s bats Myotis daubentoni at Kirkham Priory
it was a poor year. Eleven young bats were found outside the
roost site and despite care by the custodians and bat
section members, unfortunately they all died. A watchful eye
must be kept on this roost to see how numbers fluctuate.

NCC have not called on us this year following the
retirement of Derek Ungley and their own reorganisation.

We look forward to another active year in 1989.

Edna Shann




