Chairmen's Report

Unlike previous years, the Yorkshire Mammal Group
was unable to elect a chairman from 1its small membership.
Hence, during the year, especially at the indoor meetings,
the chair was taken in rotation by various members of the

committee, all of whom happened to be men. Thus this report,
written by one individual member of the committee,
represents the views and reports of all concerned. This lack
ot leadership, although understandable, probably led to a
loss . .of inertia within the group. It is hoped that by the
next AGM a chairman will be found, through whom the

activities ‘af the group can be focused. The committee
thanked Helen Ellerker for her two years as chairman and all
the hard work she put into organising the group.

During the year the committee met on three
occasions and arranged a variety of activities some of which
were well attended. Eight indoor lectures were given, all
but one of which took place at the meeting room at Biosis in
Micklegate, York. Six of the speakers, all experts in their
own subjects, were outsiders, some of them travelling
considerable distances to address the group. The excellence
and interest of the lectures given by the speakers was much
appreciated by the group. Contributions from the membership
were from Roger Smith on small mammal ecology, based on his
work in Australia and Canada, and from Geoff Oxford on
hedgehogs. The social activities of the indoor programme
started with an excellent and well attended dinner at
Savages Hotel in February and with a much enjoyed December
mammal quiz, organised by Helen Ellerker. It is hoped that
this is an annual event. The Yorkshire Mammal Group
expresses its thanks to Biosis for the kind loan of (the
meeting room, at no cost to the membership, and hopes that
the arrangement will continue. y

Originally founded in 1970, the Yorkshire Mammal
Group’s main aim was to encourage field study activities,
with the intention of publishing some of ‘their findings.
Over the years the Group has achieved a great deal following
the publication of results of their first efforts at Howsham
Woods in 1973 (Naturalist 1973 :°'83-86). Since then the
Group, through its individual membership, has made a major
contribution to ’'Yorkshire Mammals’, published in 1985 under
the editorship of Professor Michael Delany. This effort,
along with long term trapping at the Forestry Commission

Black Woods, Wheldrake and the Countryside Commission
sponsored trap at Hopewell House Farm, has sustained the
Yorkshire Mammal Group’s field efforts in the past. After

much debate, the committee felt that the group’s field
efforts should take a different direction, especially as
there appeared to be waning interest amongst the current
membership in Longworth trapping.

During the year Longworth trap studies were
carried out on five occasions, with wvariable support. The
last three traps at Hopewell House Farm, Low Wood, Skipton
and Willow Garth had to be cancelled due to a lack of
support. Reports of the successful traps can be found in
Imprint. It is hoped to carry on doing the Dennis Aspinall
Memorial Trap on a Yorkshire Wildlife Trust reserve. The
intention,of the committee is to bring to an end the

Hopewell House Farm and the Ripon High Batts traps and to
continue, if possible, the Willow Garth trap at Knottingley
under Ken Burden. In the place of the cancelled traps, a
long term study on the water shrew Neomys fodiens at Filey
Dams, a Yorkshire Wildlife Trust reserve, is being organised
on a monthly basis by Gordon Woodroffe. Trapping, marking
and release was started at Filey Dams in the summer of 1988
by Roger Smith, and continued in autumn by Gordon Woodroffe.
Results will be published in future editions of Imprint.

. Other field activities during the year consisted
of relaunching the 10 kilometre mapping scheme for mammals
around York. Instead of looking for mammals over a wide
area, it was decided to survey the nine squares around York
on an intensive basis, on the model of the Sorby Natural
History Society's mammal survey. A large map and pins have
been provided for the membership at the indoor meetings to
see if there are any distribution patterns in the survey
area. At the same time sightings of mammals within the
prescribed area were noted on record sheets provided.

Also launched in the year was the dormouse
Muscardinus avellanarius scheme at Rievaulx Abbey. The boxes
were erected, after the Mammal Society’s Conference held at
Ripon in 1987, by several members of the group and Paul
Bright. The box scheme, financed by the World Wildlife Fund
For Nature, is a joint project between the Mammal Society,
The National Trust and the YMG. Initial results of the box
scheme have been recorded in [mprint and show that the
boxes are being used, mainly by birds. However, at a
November inspection, one box had nesting material in it very
suggestive of dormouse activity.

Imprint remains the group’s newsletter, and both
editions during the year were well supported by the
membership. However, sales of surplus copies have not gone
well, so that each edition does not pay for itself. With
sponsorship coming to an end the costs of production will
bear heavily on the group’s limited financial resources
unless sales can be increased. An innovation during the year
was the introduction of mammal 'book reviews in Imprint. The
books reviewed will form the nucleus of a future YMG
library.

During the autumn, three members of the group,
Geoff Oxford, Gordon Woodroffe and Michael Thompson gave a
series of six lectures to the Haxby-Wigginton branch of the
Workers’” Education Association. The course was reasonably
well attended, and culminated in a mammal trap at Moorlands
Nature Reserve, where a harvest mouse Micromys minutus was
trapped for the first time on the reserve.

Future plans include the setting up of a water
vole Arvicola terrestris trap to demonstrate these aquatic
mammals to the membership. The trap, to be organised by
Gordon Woodroffe on a suitable stretch of river in North
Yorkshire, will be using traps constructed by laboratory
staff at York University. These traps were used by Gordon
Woodroffe on previous water vole studies. During the year
Gordon was conferred an M. Phil. degree at York University
for his thesis on the aquatic mammals of the North York
Moors. The year ended with Michael Thompson’s election as
President of the Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union, having been
elected as a representative of mammal natural history
studies in the county.
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