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Brig Badger

Our attention has recently been drawn to an
account of the catching of a badger on Filey Brig. Apologies
for the late inclusion in Imprint.

On Sunday Sth May 1878 the two teenage sons of the
Archbishop of York were out walking on the Brig with their
spaniel. The dog suddenly stopped and barked frantically.
The two boys ran to investigate. At a point about half way
between Carr Naze Point and the high part of the Brig their

dog held a large badger at bay beneath a massive stone. The
boys fashioned a noose from the dog’s lead and dragged the
ferocious animal out to open ground, there they put the

badger’s neck in the dog's collar and led it to the boarding
house in which they were staying.

The badger was identified by local naturalists and
deemed to be a ’female, weighing 28 pounds and the first
badger ever to be caught on Filey Brig"'. Accommodation was
found for the animal in a stable; it was chained up, given a
bed of straw and fed about ten pounds of raw meat.

On the Monday the Archbishop sent a telegraphed
message to the Keeper of London's Zoological Gardens, 'l am
presenting you with a badger’. The Keeper promptly replied
accepting the gift.

That night the badger attempted to tunnel her way
out of the stable and dug several deep holes in the earth
floor. She was unsuccessful. The next day the badger was
placed in a hamper and put on a train for London. She
apparently enjoyed a 'life of luxury’ at the Zoo.

Dean Wise
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