The hedgerow survey covered the years 1981-1984
and was stopped due to lack of manpower. The data could be
interpreted as showing that the well-established older hedge
supported a wider range of individuals than either of the
other hedges. The poor hedges seemed to improve with quality
over the four year period so any conclusions are
questionable. However, this did introduce for us the idea of
a 'sampling trap’ as a method of sampling different sites so
that they could be compared without carrying out an
ambitious grid trap.

In summary, the six year survey did demonstrate
that wildlife can exist and survive on a modern farm. The
plantation area, when cleared and replanted, proved a
fascinating site to survey and, apart from the predictable
and common species of small mammals, yielded three unusual
species in the pygmy shrew, the water shrew and the harvest
mouse. It is good to able to report that, although the
Demonstration Farm Project closed in 1986, the surveys of
Hopewell House Farm are still being held in March and
September (see field report). The Yorkshire Mammal Group and
the Harrogate and District Naturalists’ Society would like
to sincerely thank Mr Webster for his hospitality in
allowing us to continue trapping at his farm.

The hedgerows and wet areas also warranted more
attention, but the planning required in setting 200 traps at
once defeated our resources. Perhaps it would be possible to
extend these surveys by holding them at different times of
the year.

The real joy for naturalists has been to observe
species like the harvest mouse in the wild, and to see it
again over a period of years. We hope its slender foothold
at the farm may be strengthened over the coming years.
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Table 1
Hedgerow results at Hopewell 1981-84

600 year old hedge

Species 1981 1982 1983
A. sylvaticus 2 21 14

C. glareolus 21 15 15

M. agrestis iy 1 o

5. araneus o] 6 2

M. musculus 3 (0] (0]

Total individuals 31 43 31

Total species 4 4 3

Poor hedge

Species 1981 1982 1983
A. sylvaticus (0] 10 24

C. glareolus 10 9 13

M. agrestis 1 o (o]

S. araneus 1 3 0

Total individuals i2 22 37

Total species 3 -3 2

New Hedge

Species 1981 1982 1983
A. sylvaticus 2 3 14

C. glareolus 13 8 8

M. agrestis . (o] 0

5. araneus ! 1 (o]

5. minutus (o] (] o

Total individuals 16 52 22

Total species 4 3 2
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