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comprehensive status to the world’s rare mammalis. To gather
all this information has meant consulting an enormous array
‘of literature including obscure scientific papers. While (it
would clearly be impractical to include all the references
in the bibliography | was surprised that no mention was made
of Schaller’s work on the Mountain Gorilla and the more
recent Giant Pandas of Woolong and that certain more up to
date books were not included in the references. However,
this is a minor niggle and the book fully maintains the high
standards we have come to expect from Collins Nature Guides.

This book deserves a place on all naturalists’
bookshelves. It should also be made compulsory reading for

all politicians and aspiring politicians as the ultimate
fate of the world's natural resources is so vulnerable to
Governmental policies. It is a sad fact that conservation

will receive no more than *lip service’ wunless politicians
are made to realise that people care and that votes are at
stake. Unfortunately time is fast running out!

Gordon L. Woodroffe

Of bats and brown hares.

Wardhaugh, A.A. *Bats of the British Isles’ Shire Natural
History series, No.15 (1987) £1.25 (ISBN O 85263 856 6)

Tapper, S. 'The Brown Hare’ Shire Natural History series,
No.20 (1987) £1.25 (ISBN O 85263 881 7) ‘

Since the demise of the excellent *Animals of
Britain' series (Sunday Times Publications) in the early
1960sg, there has until lately been a dearth of cheap but
informative monographs on our native mammals. The Shire
Natural History series, covering a wide range of topics from
longhorn beetles to lichens and from blackbirds to bee
orchids, has recently entered the field by adding the first
two mammalian titles to the list.

The first sections of 'Bats of the British Isles’
deal with basic biology including brief but facinating
morsels such the functional significance of differences in
wing shape between, for example, noctule and brown
long-eared bats, and the mechanism by which relaxed bats
hang on tight. The second half is concerned with the
identification, distribution and habits of each British
species and concludes with a section on bat study and
conservation. 'The Brown Hare' begins with a few pages of
introduction to the beast's classification, distribution and
natural history. The rest of the book is devoted to
behaviour, ecology and conservation. It is argued that
agricultural practices are probably responsible for a
general decline in bhare populations throughout Europe and
that hare coursing, which is briefly described, has always
been a force for hare conservation. 5

These books are each 24 pages in length and are
well illustrated with line drawings and high quality colour
and black and white photographs. A short section at the end
suggests further reading for those whose appetite for the
subject has been whetted by the preceeding pages. Both books
are fantastic value for money and deserve a place on every
naturalist’s shelf. Further titles on Shrews, Grey Squirrels
and Hedgehogs are on the way. For further information on
Shire publications write to Shire Publications Ltd.,
Cromwell House, Church Street, Princes Risborough,
Aylesbury, Bucks. HP17 8AJ.

Geoff Oxford
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