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Field Studies Report 1988

During the first half of 1988 the Yorkshire Mammal
Group carried out field work on four occasions, besides
supporting Roger Smith and Gordon Woodroffe with the Filey
Dams water shrew Neomys fodiens project. The YMG committee
decided that in future the total number of traps would be
reduced, and that traps should be confined to two lifts with
no pre-baiting. It was hoped that by doing so the number of
members helping on the traps would increase, without
lessening the scientific value of the excerise. This
certainly has proved, so far, to be the case.

Traps have been held at High Batts, near Ripon
from 20th-21st February, Hopewel | House Farm, near
Knaresborough from 25th-27th March and Willow Garth near
Knottingley from 20th-22nd May. Besides these traps, a
training trap was held at Askham Bog for novices on 16th
April. Other YMG field work consisted of mammal mapping in
the nine 10 kilometre squares selected around York, and
helping in the erection of 52 dormice boxes in the Rievaulx
Terrace woods on 12th April, following the Mammal Society
Conference. This project was supervised by Paul Bright of
the Royal Holloway and Bedford New College, London. At the
request of York Cemetery Trust, a trap was carried out in
this cemetery during April, over several nights, with only
two woodmice Apodemus sylvaticus being caught.

Other field activities were carried out by the bat
section of the YMG, under the leadership of Edna Shann and
Lesley Helliwell, and a report of their activities will be
found in the Winter Issue of lmprint. Gordon Woodroffe
continues his studies on water voles, mink and otters,
helped, from time to time, by members of the Group.

During the remainder of the year it is hoped to
repeat the above traps, except at Askham Bog, for all are,
at the moment, being carried out on a biannual basis. The
Dennis Aspinall Memorial Trap is to be carried out on the
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust Reserve at Low Wood, Skipton from
21st-23rd October, 1988.

Details of the small mammal traps so far are as follows:-

1) High Batts, Ripon. 20th-21st February 1988.

75 traps were laid on the evening of 20th February
in a variety of habitats, but mostly next to path systems
through the Reserve. One set was laid around the periphery
of a woodland glade, the centre of which was thick matted
grass.

Catch data

Species Total

Clethrionomys 25
glareolus

Apodemus 4
sylvaticus

Microtus 0
agrestis
Sorex araneus 3

Totals 32
Trap rate in % 42.7

Compared

the results from this one are a complete
only 13 mammals were trapped from two

pm

Sex Weight S.D.

(mean)
14M 15.12g 0.98
10F 15.30g 3.30
iF escaped

4M 19.17g 2.60

? 5.60g 1.60

with the trap in February at High Batts,
contrast. Whereas
litts in 1987,
The dominant species was

occasion 55 mammals were caught.

the bank vole C. glareolus with a number of the males coming
It would appear that this

into breeding condition.
large numbers caught

habitat suited this species and

could also be attributed to the mild winter of 1987/88. Male
A. sylvaticus were in preponderance amongst the few trapped,
them with well

with a number of
heaviest woodmouse

common shrews trapped were alive.
no other fatalities.

sexed. There were

successful exercise,

2. Hopewell House
1988.
(See also report of

Catch data

Species

Sorex minutus

Sorex araneus
Neomys fodiens
Cleth. glareolus
Microtus agrestis
Micromys minutus
Apodemus sylvaticus

Total
Trap rate in %

N = number

am

Total Sex Weight S.D.

(mean)
19 12M 15.75g 2.70
7F 14.85g 2.20
9 6M 22.90g 5.60
2F; 18.50g =
1 escaped
1 iM 16.00g -
4 2 8508 r.
23
30.7

the

developed testes.

weighed 23.S5grams.

All, but one, of the
They were weighed but
This was a highly

well supported by the membership.

Farm, Knaresborough. 26th - 27th March

long term study).

Lift
1 z 3

26.3.88 27.3.88 27.3.88
8pm 8am 8pm

N R N R N R Totals
i ke S ; e 2
E dlachiowe: & B 12
il e i RN (4]
e 52 iy 11
it el T b I 2
it it Y S (0]
- v il (0]
5 9 13 A
6.9 12.5 18.1%

captured R = number recaptured

on this

woodland

15



