similarly hunted in the Hambleton Hills above Boltby,
Bilsdale and Farndale.

Hatfield’'s (1866) description of a hunt (quoted
above) is evidence of badger hunting with hounds taking
place in the Doncaster district. Andrews (1879) indicates
that badger hunting was usual around 1879 within 7 miles of
Pickering, and Batten (1923) more recently describes a
badger hunt by scent in North Yorkshire between 1812 and
1823.

Badgers caught by hunts and hunt servants

Badgers were persecuted by huntsmen as
demonstrated by Blakeborough and Pease (1914) who noted that
"Grant... was no friend of ’brock’ when he was huntsman to
Lord Middleton's Yorkshire territory and | should imagine
few huntsmen have killed more than he.™

They were also come across during the course of
hunting, particularly whilst digging out foxes gone to
ground and either killed or used for sport.

Opinions vary amongst the fox-hunting fraternity
ag to the merits and de-merits of badgers.' Some regard them
as potentially dangerous to fox cubs and a nuisance for
opening stopped earths. Others, particularly after the
influential writing of those celebrated huntsmen
Blakeborough and Pease (1914), recognise their wvalue in
creating and clearing out fox earths.

There are records of 127 badgers being killed in
connection with hunting activities in the period between
1819 and 1912.

Badger Digging

"In most localities the signs of brock’s presence
are an unfailing call to the terrier *fancier' and the
little band (the possession of every village) who are always
game for a 'dig’ to endeavour to capture him." (Blakeborough
and Pease 19014). Writing in 1866, Hatfield tells us that the
badger "was held to be so obnoxious a pest that the law of
trespass was not maintainable for following the badger into
the ground of a stranger, digging it out and accomplishing
ita death.™

Blakeborough and Pease (1814) provide a full eye
witness account of a successful dig in the Pickering area.
The exercise commenced by enlarging the sett entrance. A
succession of terriers was placed down the burrow system to
gearch for and put to bay the occupant or occupants, thus
achieving the aim of testing the bravery and tenacity of the

dogs. The direction of the sounds of conflict enabled the
diggers to locate the badger and excavate down to this
point. On reaching the section of tunnel, the badger would

be removed to the safety of a sack, often by using badger
tongs, metal pincer-like instruments known in the vernacular
as "clams”.

Badger tongs are rare in museums. The only set
traced in Yorkshire folk-life collections came from
Thorntoen~le<Dale dn | the 'winter (of1985/1986 and is now
housed at the Ryedale Folk Museum, Hutton-le-Hole.
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1860-1880
1880
1836-1886

154 .1892

c. 1905

pre 1914

2¢10.1920
8.10.1924
c.1938
1949
19.10.1960

1960s

1960s

1961
1063

?.2.1964
1965

1966

2.5.1968

4.10.1968
1973

197¢

1985

Badger Wood,
Fimber

Badger Wood
Badger Wood
Badger Wood
Yorkshire Wolds

Flixton

Cross Batts,
Whitby

3 captured in raid in one
night. 7-8pa regularly caught
for several years after.

2 badgers caught on 2 occasions
1 or more caught annually

One caught

Rev.E M Cole estimated that
approx. 100 badgers had been
caught on the Wolds during the
previous 50 years.

2 captured alive, 1 killed,
female kept alive in hopes of
breeding

Female + cubs dislodged from
drain and killed

"l remember once digging an earth 22 yds long and
22ft deep to get a badger out from a place from
which 7 had been taken in a fortnight™
(Blakeborough & Pease)

Bransley Falls
Leeds

Raincliffe Woods
Scarborough
Hole of Horcum
Rotherham area

Kexborough

Rotherham area

0ld Denby,
Doncaster

Knaresborough
Goathland area

Cawthorne
nr Thurgoland
Barnsley
Scampston

High Melton
Colleg grounds

Kirk Bramwith
Medge Hall
Thorne Moors

Madbanks,
Castleford
Rotherham

Badger dug out by 2 men
2 dug out and killed

Occasionally dug out and killed

Digging occurred (possibly

Wadworth Wood), by men from
Tickhill.

1 forced from sett and killed
by dogs

3 largest setts regularly
visited by diggers. Adults +
cubs killed or taken from each
in recent years.

4 men + 6 dogs excavated 2 dgep
shafts into well established
sett. 1 badger seen caught +
baited with terriers. In all 13
badgers + 2 foxes caught g
(Griffith 1985). Photograph of
activity appears in Hardy 1975
2 setts destroyed + filled in
Badgers considered much reduced
in numbers due to digging out
setts

Badger dug from sett + shot
Sett dug out. Cub from sett
kept as pet.

Young badger born in

captivity may have been from
female dug out at Scampston
Sett dug + badger caught +
killed. Badger teeth + jaws
broken perhaps by the sharp
edge of a spade

Badger dug out + killed

Sett dug out by men from
Rotherham. Cubs removed but
rescued + returned

Sett dug out

Griffith (1985) knew or badger

digging group still active in
the area



