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A REVIEW OF BADGER PERSECUTION IN YORKSHIRE.

C.A. Howes, Museum and Art Gallery, Doncaster.

Introduction

"Throughout all time the badger seems to have been
misunderstood, misrepresented and maligned. Even today
(1914) rBrack’ is not immune from slander and
misconception... there are a few estates on which badgera
are rigorously preserved, but they are only a few, and it {is
not an exaggeration to say that 18 out of 20 properties
where on badgere have for yeara made a home they are
systematically harrassed, dug-out, baited, shot and so on to
the death.™ (Blakeborough and Pease 1914).

Over the past century similar bouts of outrage have
been expressed, but unlike the above example, criticism has
often been founded on generalization, isolated cases or
ungsupportable claims. A considerable volume of documentary
information on which to base informed comment does however
exlst, though its discovery, abstraction and analysis is
probably more labour intensive and exhausting than badger
digging itself.

At the request of the RSPCA data has been gathered
from a wide range of published and archival sources, though
principally from the extensive YNU records, and presented
here as an accessible record of badger persecution In
Yorkshire. The study 1is, however, far from definitive In
that police files have not been consulted, press reports
only sporadically monitored and levels of gassing and
poisoning, apparently high during the 1850s to 70s, have not
been elicited from NFU or Ministry of Agriculture sourced.

The apparent abundance of allusions during the 18th
century and relative paucity 1in recent times need not
reflect changing levels of persecution or indeed badger
populations, but is perhaps an indication of changing publle
attitude. At one time the defeat of a badger was viewed as a
herolc and skilful act to be noised abroad. Today such
actlion is celebrated in private and of course gassing can
eradicate entire populations without fuss or publicity.
Bounty payments for badgers.

In 1566 ’*An act for the preservation of grayne'
came into force, its aim being to encourage the destruction
af a wide range of what were regarded as "ravening byrdes
and vermyn." From the first quarter of the 19th century the
practice of paying head money declined rapidly and the Aot
was finally repealed in 1863.

Records of payments for badgers, dating from 1587
to 1767, have been traced in the accounts of only 8 of §O
Yorkshire parishes found to contain bounty payments.
Allusions were in a number of forms and spellings including
brock, boorh, bawson or more frequently badgo, badgy,
baggar, bager, gray or grayhead. Payments also varied, 4d,
6d and 12d or 1s being noted, variations probably relating
to the animal's size or age.




