Field Studies Report 1987

The summer edition of Imprint gives a detailed
account of field study activities of the Yorkshire Mammal
Group until May of 1987. During that time there were small
mammal traps at High Batts, near Ripon (1.2.87), Hopewell
House Farm, near Knaresborough (13-15.3.87) and Willow Garth
Nature Reserve near Knottingley (24-26.4.87). In addition,
the Group visited The Otter Trust Reserve, near Bungay in
Suffolk and the Norfolk Wildlife Park at Great Witchingham
on the 16th & 17th May.

Subsequent small mammal traps and surveys were carried out
at t-

1) High Batts, Ripon.
10th - 12th July 1987

Seventy five traps were laid and pre-baited during
the previous week. The results were as follows:~-

Species Numbers

Apodemus Sylvaticus 4 male & 4 female adults
No recapts

Clethrionomys glareolus 9 juveniles, not sexed
31 male & 24 female adults
18 recaptures

Sorex araneus 10 adults, not sexed 12

On the final lift, 24 traps were sprung due to the
black slug Arion ater. These results show a considerafile
increase in numbers from the trap held on 1.2.87, especially
of the bank vole C glareolus.

2) Rievaulx Abbey.
25th - 26th July 1987.

Seventy two traps were laid and pre-baited from
18th July. Of these, 22 at 11 sites were laid along 150
metres of woodland edge, the remainder along 270 metres, at
25 ¢ sites, of canal bank. At the same time a vegetation
survey was carried out. The results were as follows:-

Species Numbers

Apodemus sylvaticus 4 in the woodland habitat
15 in the canal habitat

Clethrionomys glareolus 18 in the woodland habitat
11 in the canal habitat

Sorex araneus 0O in the woodland hat ltat
18 in the canal habltat
Neomys fodiens O in the woodland habltat
3 in the canal habl!ltat
Although the report gives greater detnll than s
possible in this report, it does wshow & nuwher of

interesting features. Like the previous survey at High
Batts, the number of small mammals in the traps is high,
with low mortality. Secondly, is how the 4 species described
use the two different habitats, with, for instance, the high
proportion of common shrew S. araneus in the canal habitat
and not in the woodland. Thirdly, here, again, the Y.M.G.
has come upon a good water shrew N. fodiens habitat.

3) Filey Dams.
9th August 1987.

Seventy three traps were laid ‘im' " al " varfiety " of
habitats on the Reserve, with some outside the area. They
were pre-baited from S5th August. Two lifts were carried out
on the 9th August, and the results were as follows:-

Species a.m. p.m.
Apodemus sylvaticus v -
Clethrionomys glareolus 13 3
Microtus agrestis 11 3
Sorex araneus 12 5
Neomys fodiens 1G 9

Totals 54 20

Yet again, this proved to be a highly successful
trap. This reserve 1is proving to be one of the most
important small mammal reserves in North Yorkshire, with
these five species well represented; a dead harvest mouse
Micromys minutus was also found on the Reserve 1in
mid-September. A success rate of 74% was achieved at the
first Yift, and 27% on the second. The density of water
shrews N. fodiens remains high, and is worthy of further
field study. Sexing of this species was also possible, #nhd
revealed a surprising female bias of five to one.

4) Hopewell House Farm, near Knaresborough.
18th - 20th September 1987.

Seventy two traps were employed in a grid at 36
points, and pre-baited from 14th September. At this trap,
which was carried out with members of the Harrogate Natural
History Society, 103 small mammals were caught. The results
were as follows:-

Species Numbers
Apodemus sylvaticus 5
Clethrionomys glareolus 56
Microtus agrestis 10
Sorex araneus 32
Again there was a dearth of wood mice A.

sylvaticus, none were caught at the same site in March 1987.
Although no harvest mice M. w@minutus were caught on this
occasion, compared with 5 in March, a nest was found on site
and five others nearby. Evidence of water vole Arvicola
terrestris was found alongside a nearby pond.




