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gave an interesting lecture on the influence of birth timimg
on the growth and subsequent survival of juvenile greater
horseshoe bats Rhinolophus ferrumequinum. Whereas, Phil
Richardson, along with his Carnaby Street jacket and a great
deal of humour, told us all about the activities at a summer
roost of Daubenton’s bats Myotis daubentoni. My own
contribution was on the longevity and survival of female
pipistrelles Pipistrellus pipistrellus on the Vale of York.

Amongst the many interesting poster displays was
one by Swedish school teacher, Jens Rydell, on philopatry in
female northern bats Eptesicus nilssonii, a subject 1 am
particularly interested in at the moment. Amongst other
British poster displays was one on bat conservation by Joan
Tait and Simon Mickleburgh’s on the distribution and status
of bats in the London area. Having visited the caves at
Limburg in The Netherlands, I found the poster, in which
Peter Lima and several others contributed, on the protection
of these cave bats most interesting.

For me, one of the most important sessions was on
rabies. At Plenary Session the subject was discussed at
length. It would appear that rabies 1is now present in a
number of European species of bat, but most notably the
serotine Eptesicus serotinus. The rabies virus isolated 1is
closely related to the Duvenhage virus. Following this
session, Dr Hans Baagoe of Denmark prepared a summary of the
present position and basic knowledge about rabies and bats
for the delegates, including advice about bat researchers
becoming vaccinated against the condition.

The Symposium was not all hard work and lectures.
Social events included a delightful concert given by the
Rozmberk Ensemble of medieval music played on original
instruments. The concert was held in the Historical Hall of
Charles University, which was founded by the Czech King
Charles IV in 1348. On the last evening a cruise up the
River Vlitava, which runs through the centre of Prague, was
organised. This proved to be a most successful event¥to
which all participants, including their families, were
invited. A number of expensive European models of electronic
bat detectors were demonstrated up front on deck at dusk.
There was almost an element of one wupmanship’. From the
paddle boat three species of bat were seen or detected,
namely the noctule Nyctalus noctula, the serotine Eptesicus
serbtinus and the Daubenton’s bat Myotis daubentoni.

I left the Symposium on Friday to join my family
for a holiday in South Bohemia. However, two excursions were
organised for the delegates, the first on the Saturday to
the South Bohemian town of Cesky Krumlov. According to Jens
Rydell, mist nets and traps were erected in an old park next
to the medieval castle. Some thirteen species of bat were
identified by handling or using detectors, including the
lesser horseshoe bat Rhinolophus hipposideros, the northern
bat Eptesicus nilssonii, Daubenton’s bat Myotis daubentoni
and the mouse-eared bat Myotis myotis. Wj.hin the castle a
large colony of Natterer’s bats Myotis n.ttereri were found.
On the following day they visited some quarries near Prague,
where there were some recent bat fossils uncovered.

All in all the symposium organisers are to be
congratulated and thanked for an excellent gathering. We
much enjoyed our stay in Czechoslovakia, and look forward to
coming again.

Michael J.A. Thompson.
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