Nigel Robinson has sold a considerable number of
bat boxes and the money from these, plus that from the sale
of badges, has helped to swell the bat section funds.

Michael Thompson has been busy ringing and counting
pipistrelles in his particular areas.

Roma Oxford 1is continuing to promote bats, along

with other small creatures, on her visits to schools.
Edna Shann has given several talks on bats and
accompanied Shella Walsh when she gave an evening’s

illustrated lecture to a new conservation group in Burton
Pidsea in the autumn. Beginning and ending the evening by

reading two bat poens, the final being of her own
composition. A great deal of interest was generated in this
group.

She has also had an article published in

Tadcaster’s own paper on bats, and next year hopes to carry
out a survey of roosts within 5 or 6 miles of the town.
Various sites are already known.
General work of the bat section.

A bat display was organised at the Yorkshire
Wildlife Trust Reglional Launch at Pickering in the autumn,
and two species of live bats were taken there too. Much
interest was shown by those attending (about 300).

The bat boxes in Askham Bog were inspected at the
end of autumn. One bluetit’'s nest was found (plus fleas!)
and the usual collection of earwigs, spiders and ladybirds.
It is felt that more boxes and sites are needed and
volunteers and suggested places are required from members.

It is believed that a bat roost has been discovered
in York City centre- possibly a nursery colony- but this
will be further investigated next year.

It is the intention to get all our own bat reco-~ds
stored on a computer file which will prove a great asset %o
us when requiring information.

13 is also hoped to issue a monthly news sheet to
all bat section members (with the help of the computer)
detailing past events and proposed activities.

A bat section meeting will be held early in 1988
and notification of this will be sent to all members.

Edna Shann

Oul pellet survey

On 19th November, Geoff Oxford of the Y.M.G. held a
workshop on the identification of small mammal remains in
owl pellets, barn owl Tyto alba and tawny owl Strix aluco.
Attendance was high at this very instructive and interesting

practical lesson. Small mammals identified included house
mouge Mus musculus, wood mouse Apodemus sylvaticus, field
vole Microtus agrestis, bank vole Clethrionomys glareolus,

common shrew Sorex araneus, pigmy shrew Sorex minutus and
common rat Rattus norvegicus.

The contents of two milk bottles were also
examined. | was apalled to discover that one contained over
13 animals, mainly common shrews. This not only highlighted
the danger of such carelessly discarded objects for small
mammals but also, having been removed from the countryside,
they can provide a valuable source of small mammal records.

Ed.

Badger Watching

Five members of the Yorkshire Mammal Group met for
an evenings badger watching organised by Ken Burden. We set
off at approximately 7.20 pm to walk to the badger sett. As
we walked along, the woods were alive with birdsong; the most
notable singers being blackbird, song thrush, robin, wren,
willow warbler and garden warbler.

As we neared the sett Ken stopped to test the wind,
we then approached keeping the wind directly in our faces.
Ken positioned each member of the party with their back
against a tree and we all settled down to wait for the
badgers to appear.

At approximately 8.45 pm some of the birds began to
settle down for the night and rabbits started appearing. One
rabbit sat on a small mound as sentry and did not move while
the others scampered about foraging. One popped out of a
hole to my right.

At 9.19 pm the first badger emerged about 15ft in
front of me, had a good sniff then went back underground. At
9,20 pm badgers emerged over to my right nearer to where Ken
was sitting. There was a sow ‘with three cubs. One cub
approached within 12 ft of Ken then ran underground.

Then the boar appeared and we continued to watch as
the cubs alternately played and foraged, popping in and out
of holes, feeding and chasing one another. Each member of
the group had good views of the badger family. then as the
light faded we made our way back to our cars.

On our way back we saw several small bats, probably
pipistrelles, we could hear some of the bats squeaking.
Rabbits were everywhere by this time, 1 counted 50 including
numerous baby ones.

Altogether we had a very enjoyable evening,
especially for some members of the party who had never seen
a badger before. | know I shall never forget the excitement
and pleasure |1 got many years ago when I watched my first
badgers.

Bev Greenwood
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