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Field Studies Report

1. High Batts Reserve, Ripon, ist February 1987

50 Longworth traps were laid and set on the night
of 14th February, then lifted the following day at 9.30am

and 3.00pm. There was a heavy overnight frost which slowly
receded due to the brilliant sunshine of the trap day.
Several members of Y.M.G. attended the trap and as in the

previous visit last July the whole day proved to be most
enjoyable.
Results were as follows:-

Species Numbers Average
weight
Clethrionomys glareolus 7M 4F 15g
(Bank vole)
Apodemus sylvaticus oM 1F 22.5¢g
(Woodmouse)
Sorex araneus 1 6.5¢g
(Common shrew)
There was only one recapture - a female bank vole,

one trap was found to be faulty and withdrawn, also one bank
vole caused some consternation in identification as it had a

very short tail but lacked other Microtus features. One
individual carried a flea which was not removed.

Other mammals identified from prints, droppings
and observations were rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus), mole
(Talpa europaea), stoat (Mustelia erminea), roe deer
(Capreolus capreolus), water wvole (Arvicola terrestris),
mink (Mustela vison), and fox (Vulpes vulpes). The badger
sett is active once more.

Y EMTGH members also had the opportunity to see

several wild birds at close quarters as a group of bird
ringers were also on the reserve that day. The ’piece de
resistance’ was most definitely a magnificent if rather
noisy great spotted woodpecker (Picoides major).

On last summer’s visit frogs were found living
beneath a sheet of corrugated plastic by the pond - on
lifting the sheet on the latest visit the frogs had been
evicted and in their place was a grassy nest from which 4 or
5 bank voles scattered in all directions, also an
indeterminate shrew was seen to scamper off at a pace.

This 1is a lovely piece of broadleaved woodland
well worth studying and we shall be visiting this site again
for a fourth weekend trap later in the year.

Helen Ellerker
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0.5. Grid Reference

Habitat description

Ownership of
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survey

Prebaiting details

No. of traps employed

and distr

ibution

SE 376 586

Immature mixed plantation (clear
felled and replanted 1981/82) on a
modest, south-east facing slope.
Ground cover predominately
grasses, bramble and rosebay
willowherb.

Mr J. Webster, Hopewell House
Farm, Hay-a-Park, Knaresborough.
Tel: Harrogate 863371

Following a light covering of snow
the previous weekend the weather
was tine and dry throughout the
duration of the trap with watery
sunshine each day and a minimum
aovernight temperature otf -ic.
Survey commenced 20.00 hours on
13.3.87 and ended at 08.00 hours
onEESSISERT T

Traps baited with rolled oats,
flaked maize and blowfly pupae.
Laid and locked open at 15.00
hours on 9.3.87. 3

72 Longworth traps employed in a
grid at 36 points i.e. 8 pairs of
traps spaced 5 metres apart along
4 horizontal lines also 5 metres
apart.

Fﬂ4ﬁh Date 14723 14.3 153 Total

(974 RV §1

¥ Time 08.00 [20.00 |08.00

Data
Lift 1 2 3

Species R N |R N |R

5. araneus (common shrew! 1 * 6 * 4. * 11

C. glareolus (bank vole) iz B35 SHEE SN2

M. agrestis (tield vole) 3 sh o qpal 2 4

M. minutus (harvest mouse) 2% 1 | = 28] e 5
Total 16 14 11 43

Key N: new catch R: retrap *: animals not marked to

identify ret

Comments

raps.

Surprising absence of woodmice
and, to a lesser extent, pygnmy
shrew. Nu shrew fatalities.
l'wentyone members of the Yorkshire
Mammal Group and Harrogate and
District Naturalists® Society

took pari in the trap.

Ron Deaton
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