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Weasel on the. rocks

Jack Whitehead, 15, The Beach, Filey, North Yorkshire.

On Filey Brigg we are used to our mammals eating
fish - seals and porpoises do little else - this short note
describes how the habit may be spreading.

With a propensity for dry stone walls the weasel
(Mustela nivalis) could be expected to adapt readily to the
boulder-strewn environs of the Brigg. particularly in view
of the rabbits which wander there from the boulder clay
it . Indeed it is the weasel which has produced some of
the more interesting records in recent months, particulariy
in relation to prey species.

First indications that weasels were feeding on
anything "unusual" came one morning in March 1986 when one
appeared with a small flatfish held tightly by the lateral
fin. Though hesitant in its approach the animal and its meal
eventual ly disappeared underneath the seawatching hide. {n
mid-January 1887 a weasel was again observed approaching the
hide, this time carrying by the throat a fulil-sized blenny
(Blennius phoiius} which, being too large to straddle, i
carried to one side. Again the approach was cautious,
occasionally leaving the fish in a crevice in order to
reconnoitre the area unhindered.

Both the latter prey items were wet and seemed
fresh, but it is hard to believe that they were obtained by
active pursuit. Prevailing weather conditions on both days
were cold, but not severe, and there was no shortage of
small mamma | prey on the nearby cliff slope. Perhaps the
best mammals really do eat fish!

The last time | saw the weasel he was feeding on

chicken scraps left as bait by hopeful photographers.
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Wease! foraging observations

I am grateful to Yorkshire Mammal Group member Bev
Greenwood for his observations of a hunting weasel (Mustela
nivalis) in January 1887, near Ledsham, Castleford area.

It examined nearly every molehill in sight, then
it came wup the field towards the hedge 1 was standing
behind, about Z0 yards to my lett. When it reached the

hedge, it proceeded to work the hedge bottom towards me.
Every 2 or 3 yards it would come through to my side of the
hedge, have a look round and then pop back for another 2 or
3 yards. Totally ignoring me it almost ran over my feet when
it popped out about 5t yard away from me. it continued
working the hedge in this manner, popping in and out at such
regular distances that 1 knew in advance where to expect it
again. Observation time - about 10 minutes.
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