indicated that tox (Vulpes vulpes) was present, and hairs
from this species and badger (Meles meles) were also tound.
There was also evidence of the domestic goat (Capra hircus).

5.Skipwith Common - 22nd-23rd November

The annual Dennis Aspinall Memorial
Trap took place on Skipwith Common Nature Reserve. As was
originally intended at these traps, information about the
small mammals on Yorkshire Wildlife Trust reserves would be
obtained, to provide the management committees with data tor
the management plan. The management plan for Skipwith Common
is in the process of being prepared.

In cold wet weather, 4 lines (Y6
traps) were laid on 22nd November at 8.00am and examined the
same day at 8.00pm, and again on 23rd at B.00am. There was

no pre-baiting, and neither were any of the mammals marked.
The four different habitats chosen were; (1) bracken/ silver
birch woodland verging on a field of sugar beet, (2) edge of
mature scots pine and heather, (3) through the middle ot a
dense silver birch woodland and (4) the edge of a ditch,
with thick grass, bramble and gorse cover. Each trap site,
as at other trapping sessions, was ten paces apart. The
results were as follows:-

Species Total | Sex Weight Line

range 1 2 3 4
8.00pm lift
Sorex araneus | 2 ? tgis DY) (6] [¢] 1 1
C. glareolus 1 iM 178 (6] ¢] (6] 1
A. sylvaticus | 12 SM:2F | 13-24¢ 6 (6] 4 2
8.00am lift
\Sorex araneus |2 oo 6g(1 DIT) 8 1 (V) 0
|IC. glareolus 4 1M:3F 113.5-17.5a¢ ] 1 0 = 1
‘A. sylvaticus 17 TM:8F | 14-19.5g 9 3 3 2

One woodmouse escaped on Line 1 at am, and
Lines 1 and 2 in the pm litt. As in the Cropton Forest trap,
5. araneus was caught in all habitats, albeit 1n small
numbers. The pm liftt on Line 1 contained predominantly first
year male woodmice, possibly indicating that they were out
exploring their environment earlier, for by the am litt the
sex ratio was almost equal.

Besides the trapping sessions, field surveys
were carried out at Osmotherley in January, Sinnington 1in
February and to Brandsby in September. At all these North
Yorkshire sites, a number of mammals were either seen or
counted as present by sign, track or trail. At Brandsby a
long established badger sett was examined and found to be 1n
use. The most common mammals reported throughout the year
were bank vole (Clethrionomys glareolus), woodmousge
(Apodemus sylvaticus), rabbit (Uryctolagus cuniculus),
badger (Meles meles), roe deer (Capreolus capreolus), common
shrew (Sorex araneus), mole (lalpa talpa) and mink {(Musteia

vison). Not only was there a high standard ot field studies
carried out during the year, but also most activities were
well supported by the majority ot the membership at one time
or the other.

Michael J. A. Thompson.

Water Shrew

MAMMAL EVENTS

25" January BBC 2 19.45 - 20.35 "Bats Need Friends"™
produced by Mike Salisbury in the series "The Natural
Worlid".

b 0ot E L G o Mammal Society Conference in Hereford.
Details from Steven Harris, Zoology Department, Bristol

University.
F1ELD STUDIES

15~ XA "Badgers and Smaller Mammals™ by Simon
Perry at Juniper Hall Field Study Centre, Dorking, Surrey.

22 R8T Bay "The Badger"™ - Adrian Bayley, Preston
Montford Field Centre, Montford Bridge, Shrewsbury.

25 28N N ey "Hritish Mammals in the Hand and Field"
- Adrian Bayley, Preston Monttford Field Centre, Monttord
Bridge, Shrewsbury.

18 =026 v June "Mammals Large and Small"™ - Resik
Bhadresa, Flatford Mill Field Centre, East Bergholt,
Colchester.

10n= $£3%% Juky "Mammal Weekend™ - Carolyn Sharp, Malham
Tarn Field Centree, Settle, N. Yorks.

Enquiries about these field courses should be addressed to:-
The Information Officer, Field Studies Council,Preston
Monttord Field Centre, Montford Bridge, Shrewsbury, S5Y4 1HW



