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BOOK REVIEWS
Bats

Phil Richardson, Whittet Books 1985 £4-385

This 128 page hard backed book is crammed with
facts about Britsh bats that a novice such as myself would
want to know. [ t also contains many hints to encourage
amateur observations and research. It is an informative but
light-hearted text, illustrated throughout with line
drawings, amusing anecdotes and cartoons - all iNgaall, an
extremely readable book.

Amongst the topics covered are bat morphology (bat
bits), feeding habits, torpidity & hibernation, reproductive
habits, roost types (including hints to encourage bats into
your home), bat droppings, emergence, conservation, bats &
the law and bat problems.

Phil Richardson’'s enthusiasm is evident and
contagious.This book is definitely a gstep forward in
improving the image of our bats.

Mary M. Youngman

[nsectivorous Mammals of the Harrogate District

Deaton,R.H. (Ed.), Harrogate & District Naturalist’s Society,
1986

This 23 page booklet is the second in a series of
local fauna studies produced by the Harrogate & District
Naturalist’s Society (HDNS). It reviews the current status
of the mole(Talpa europaea), hedgehog (Erinaceus eurapaeus),
common shrew (Sorex araneus), water shrew (Neomys fodiens)
and pygmy shrew (Sorex minutus), based on survey work since
1980. The area recorded is bordered to the north by Scar
House Reservior & Ripon and to the south by North Rigton &
Long Marston.

Ron Deaton’s enthusiasm invigorates the text into
a very enjoyable read, spiced with historical and anecdotal
snippets - such as a hedgehog rescued 'after being seen with
a yogurt carton stuck on its head’! Although Ron Deaton
points out that the maps for some of the less easily seen
insectivores are more reflective of survey work than actual
distribution, I think that a map showing almost 50 separate
records (for the common shrew) shows some pretty extensive
field work and pays the Harrogate Nats great credit.

The delightful photography accompanying the text
is the work of Jim Counter. Y.M.G. have further witnessed
the talents of this photographer, when his slides
illustrated Ron Deaton’s 'Harrogate & Nidderdale Mammals’
talk at the May indoor meeting.This booklet certainly puts
H.D.N.S. on the mammalogist’s map and in the picture!

Angie Hibbert
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