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Dr Bob Stebbings opened
urday with a taik about gresat
closed the session of bat paper
in fruit hats in the Facific
arked cooly that the Facitfic i1slands ar= not so be
S el St o T am sure I was not alone in wishing I could +ind
for myssl+!

The neszt session was concarned with izagomorphs:
Finally. hyenas and lvnx sharsed the cstage with our own
contribution on the long term study  at Elack Woods
(1974-19R&3 . Mambers of Y.M.5. will be pleased to hear that
this was well received and that some members of the audisnce
sencouraged s fo continue with the proiscis. This 13 a
decision for the curerent committee to consider.

On  Sunday, & final =series of talks covered seals,
otters, badgers and foxes.Then the field meetings were held
in the atiernoon: Bob Stecbings led a bat—tour of
Hidderdals; Ron Deaton held a wisit at Throstlenest Farm.
where 2 v 2ty of emall mammals were observed; Colin Slater
a group along  the River Ure locking For signs of
.For thoss visiting York, I led a trip to the Viking
tr2. All these trips were well supported and sesmed to be
popular,
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Finally the conference ended as it had begun —
h a talk on sataris, this time by Ernest RNesl.The final

wit

slide was of a hippopotamus doing a headstand in water — a

difficult slide to decipner! In between these two favour:ite

slides of mins occurred the 198& confersnce - a now familiar

s2g talking, meeting and listening to othec people
1z

ezotted with mammals as ourssives.

A visit to be remembered

Edna Shann, 100, York Road, Tadcaster.

During the weekend of 24-25 January 1986 1 was
privileged to accompany Dr. R.E. Stebbings and a small group
of conservationists to the disused railway tunnel in the
south of England where the one remaining male mouse-eared
bat (Myotis myotis) is known to hibernate. 1 was, of course,
full of expectancy and was not disappointed as we discovered
he had returned there again this winter. Therefore | was
able to get a close look at Britain’s largest bat. He is the
size of a baby rabbit and a lovely animal, although Dr.
Stebbings said he had lost weight since 1985. The bat, of
course, is now around 12 years old and no one is sure how
much longer he will survive. Sadly when he does die, this
species will be extinct in this country.

We scanned the tunnel with torches inch by inch for
about 4 hours and along with the mouse-eared bat we also
discovered 164 other hibernating bats, namely:—

Brown long-eared (Plecotus auritus)

Natterer’s (Myotis nattererii)

Daubenton’s (Myotis daubentoni)

Whiskered (Myotis mystacinus)

Brandt’s (Myotis brandti)

It was for me a truly memorable visit and I was
most grateful for such an opportunity.

Canned Carnivore

David Gomersall, SES Sites Catherine’s Crescent, Bramley,
Leeds.

Whilst doing some smail mammal trapping in a Leeds
field during August 1985, | released my overnight catches
and repositioned the traps, leaving them for a few hours. On
my return 1 was aware of a very strong, musty odour from the
direction of the traps, which had previously held a field
vole.

On approach | was more than surprised to see the
trap shaking. The smell was now overpowering. 1 released the
contents into a large plastic bag and out came a full grown
and very angry male weasel (Mustela nivalis). It became
immediately obvious why these animals are classed as
mustelids! Not wishing to lose a finger 1 decided to let the
creature go and off it ran, quickly disappearing into the
long grass!
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