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BAT SECTION

Winter Activities of the Bat Section

Although the winter months are normally regarded
as a relatively quiet period in the bat world, the Bat
Section has not been entirely inactive! Because of the
ctecent prosecutions concerning the spraying of roof timbers
with toxic chemicals, most wood treatment firms carrying out
this work have now become very aware of the dangers and
consequences of spraying areas known to be frequented by

bats, and the Nature Conservancy Council has had many
reports of such cases. In turn we have been asked tolevisiit
these places to make surveys and confirm, or otherwise, the
presence of bats. In all, members visited and submitted
reports on approximately 30 sites.

A smal l number of hibernating pipistrelles
(Pipistrellus pipistrellus) were found during our Surveys.

These were mostly males. Two were found by workmen behind a
door canopy of a council house during restoraion and also
one or two more injured bats have been taken i1nto our care.

On 19 February 1986 a meeting was held for all
those members of the Yorkshire Mammal Group interested in
doing bat work, and as a result we now have 18 people on our
list, of whom at present 7 are licensed to handle bats. So
in the ensuing months we hope that ail the new members will
be able to, at some time or other, accompany the more
experienced people. and also, on their own help with the
counting of bats emerging from known roosts.

Another project we are undertaking is a small bat
box scheme. We have recently been granted permission by the
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust to place a number of bat boxes on
trees in their Askham Bog Reserve, near York, to see whether

we can attract bats into that area. It should be a good
feeding ground for them since insects should be plentitul,
there being water and quite extensive woodland. | shall hope

to report progress on this project later.

Over the weekend 18-20 April 1986 four bat section
members attended the National Batworkers Symposium held at
Nottingham University. Approximately 250 people from all
over Britain were there and that fact, coupled with some
very interesting talks, slides and exhibitions, made the
conference a very stimulating and encouraging one.

Finally there is a new book now available, written
by DRI EeEeStebbings iicalil edptWhiiche Batiin st Al St il sedin n
excellent book with pictures, and many drawings and 1s a
mine of information - a splendid guide to the identification
of bats and a most useful retference book for all batworkers.
The book is priced at g£1.

EDNA SHANN
Bat Section Co-ordinator

Rat Trapped

| am grateful to Brian Darbyshire of 22, Greengate
Lane, Harrogate, for the following most unusual record.

After an overnight trap in October 1985 at Occarey
near Harrogate (SE/355615), with Longworth traps baited with
flaked maize and tinned cat meat, a juvenile rat (Rattus
norvegicus) was caught. This is .a rare, it not tirgt.
occurrence with these small traps - surprising as much for
the rat as the captor, as the former would usually meet with
much more severe treatment when it comes i1nto contact with
humans.

of the 1) traps set, in long roadside grass, 2
wood mice (Apodemus sylvaticus), 3 bank voles (Clethrionomys
glareoius) and 1 common shrew (Sorex araneus) were also

caught.

Ed.
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