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It has boer} eraolragi::g in' fbis, the seel::'d issue or l-^rin+
to see eoxtributions fron auaside the inraedj"ale sphe::e oi ffi:'
Yorkshi-re l{amnal Group. tho l{ewsletter 1s pri,xari}y thc moutbpiece
of the YliG aad a nea:rs of conrusication witn .f,riends aad :rsscciates
r*ho have conrections r+ith the group. Nevertheles$, it c a:: be see:l
tl:at this publi.catioa coul.d bacone increasingly valuable for Ni:,
interc}laage of ideas and iaforxation throughout ihe county.
f:: particular, reports .from l{*maal Regorders fron the various Satr:ral
History Society regions ltould be interesting. Infor*atlon on nset:n6s
in or beyond Torkshire of reLeva:rce to the m*nraal waicher should bo s
;:articula:rly iruporta::t aspeet of Inpri4 . Correspondence for
publicatiorNould be a vaiu.able addiTlffi and I woilfd welcome aay
critical con:rest oa the Xexgletter espe.ia:-ly i-f it was eonstr*etive.

$t tha:rks are exte::d.ed to all co*N:ibuNols and to aayons rlho has
aesisted in the produc.tio:l of this i.ssue, but particul-arly &lna Shann
and $terrratt Collier for thei-r hard rscrk.

llatr I lake this opportunlty to r,rish all *eaders L very happy
ChrisNlaas atd a successlul aad productive l{ e*r Year!

{JT:it7"dk3-*i+ t x* "#ffi/ffi'*"Y

';$xxsr:* *j,Jx Kzrr:* s.'**zz* *f" Tnz;ffTW"k t'n* "{'Yi.* n:rym%*r:# ltz*ve "tt**m
zww*Tzrw* kw rTzszt;ry & yz,,Jffir,*'*.w *ff vtzyxw& rz*bzvz?;z*m.

?his ig surprising, as ne used to alvays believe that th* auruner
nontbs uere qtiet oaes. Obviously nobody bas iaforned the n*rrmal-s
about bolidqy tinel

lz]"n* 1**.h '&**'*z*yt 'nwr* h;s.* ffi" T*r3{ bwny %zK m*rLhfu*
w*T:*T*ffi #** t&a* TL&'agffi' ,

iz, f,r*mzZy f *,x2.& m*eYzri6 ** T?z*rr*frffihy wrzffi h*TrL zrj
f *7.'h T;* ** n:m mr&e *brr"* '*,*"& zr*TT SLtt';* hTs au?'x* wLz"y *f.
Y***T,*, *

{;?z}.* 'T r*r u},.rx L mz-|.*rZ

izsn*- 'TTzLr* wk'*
ry3t:2.inff;,*"Ltr, *Tls.

fu-ring July our in*oo: xseting iook to the great outdoorsl
A xosl i::Neresting even-lag rxas speat at N aburn Ser*age Works, where :re
were given a guidod tor* a3ou]}d the grouads and yqr,trs. Occasionally,
in the fi1*or beds, so*e aotaNorthy mammal "captutgs" can tle fouad,
o:re of the Latest being a |:a":vost nouse (]{lc;l*glrg ggutu$). Our vislt
wxl ::cu:rded off at tlre local- hostelry - a rneeti.ng spent really gettilg
to the botton of thiagsl

?he six nonthly tr.grax&s of trappi"*g st 8laek irloods, Wbeldla"Ler
x*s cr:rriea. out,, so coopletlag te: years of this long*tern project.

$eptenber heralded arother olld.or nee*i.::g, this tine to a Hink
}a:r* i;: Hest Iorkshire. 3o: detail"s see the *rticle by Beryl Crooin.

i, vegetation survey was ca*ried out on the trapping aad at
3.i-*e .ir n/oods, lilre ldrake, a::d orr seeo[d loag*term trapping project was
c o::.|i::r:ed this nonth at Xopexell Hcuge I'arn, Klaresborough.
Yl'lO xenbers trap for a period of fi:rae days and tbea similar rlork is
camled out o:: ihg f,oLLoui*g fl-ve days by students fron a loca1
e ol,lege.



OcN*ber ;;ees the begi"naing cl ouy autusn plogranme. fnd"cgr
qgglis€s lestart and a *egkend ax*y is spent tiappiag on a Xork*hi"re!{ildlife Truo! re6erve" the one cbrsen this year-was relative}y ner,r,rellands l{eadow in sualedals. }.rthcugir the weather turaed out io be'
_absolutely diabolieal our naemal catehes rers exegl1e:rt arrd a good,
but soggy, tj.ne was had by all!

.-_ B{ th,e tine you receive this lfewsletter the follolriag activitiesviLl- also have taken p1ace.

A visit behind the seenes at loncaster satural fiietory lluseum.

A re::dszyous at Ii"skitj.1l Cagtl_E, Bear Rotherhac, to begin the
organizatioa of a trappi"ag_sessioa rrrbicb *riLl be held ia the New year,,
ph:,s *rappiag at !1ack Woads.

Our AGl4 j-a Decesber nj-tl- bring a busy, action-packed year, to a
clos€ but ue losk forward, with enihusiasil, to nore-naranal! in'l9Br.

Lxm**. G C*"LLz*r



.b'ffiAk:)'/tTl::iK A% "{{*W{'ffi123"Hrn

lhe Amerj-caa roink, $ies !e fg-,vj-qg e $chreber, }:as bee:x co:nmercially
bred lor its fu.r ia sritAffi'ffiT9zg- fhe i*d.ustry exp:cded aftea
tha ll ar arad by 1962 there were rou6l:1y fOO sink farms of varying
sizes s}read througbout E:rgl- and asd lrales. lnevi-tably :;rink escaped'
but iniiial1y it xas tbcught u"nlikely tlrat encugh nould sutYiv€ ia
the wj-ld to &eet grd nate j-t the single short breed:ng season of late
February tc early *.pril- n 3ut in 1957, a female and you::g !f6te s€en
cn *l:e &iwer leign in livoa, atd further sigl:iings and captures of
p:egna*! fesal-es and kits confirred that foral xj-rrk rere breedi-ng in
ea:l)r partso especially Soutl: lrlales asd $outh Vest Engla-r.d. Reports
o.f damage to poul-try and waterfo:'rl led i* 1962 to miuk farns being
brcu6ht-uadeJ goveJame*t control by the Xink ( f:aportat j.cn and-Keeping)
Ordei, but feral ni:.k were alre ady nell establisbed o:1 maay river
systens. -tleon 1965-19?0 a tea* of 9 llinistry trappers Yere enployed
i:: X::.glald and 1/alas, and although catch returls iadicated that
lceal1y nu:abgls nighi be co:xtrolledt on the ryhole the spread of aink
!::to favourable habitais, sucl as lirlcesides a::d alovtg rivers o sesmed
u-::.a:ro i d ab le .

Initially feral aink uere thought to be fair17 uccnmon in
Ycrkshire. !{AJ'F records aho}t that up tc 1964 only 4 milk ,xere caught
in Yorkshire, all from ihe l'Jes? Riding, mainly near Xei6:h1ey '3ra*ford a:rd'Ha1ifax, vl:.i- 1e $6 bad b€en capturod ia f,:acasi:ire r naialy
$ouih of the river t;re. But j.:r 195)t 80 mi nk v33e t?apped in the
*:est Riding, mainly oa the Ribbler and lor the fir$t tlme a::ima^ls wer€
reeorded on the Ure, l{idd and Ubarte. $ince 1955r mi:lk have been
t?apped :aainly from lJest Yorkehire but a Brj-tish dist3ibutio:l map
published in ]97I aad a lorkshire map in 198] sbov iso:"ated records-of ninl i:: $r:rth Ycrkshire an<i a:: indication tbat n:i-nk have moved into
Xast acrkshire, probably al oag the hlharfe and by i-avasios of the
}erwent, although i* :..966-67 setcl: :lumbers did fa}l.

Fia 1- Distrib::tioa oJ nlnk i:r Yorkshi-re from Colin Hoxea
'An rlt1ag ol Yo:kshire ltawaals 1981t .
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Sou*h lJest *a1*s (leubrckeshire, Carnarll.r&ashire) a:rrd the Xorth !{est
tla:rcashire a:rd V*st Yorkshire). Patchy distribuNj-ons are shovn
elsexl:ere esperj-aL:-y East Aaglia, but it i* highly like1y that in tlre
past 12 Xearar s:ink have expande* theil *sl^ge and eslq::iaed ae-n)r nev
a':reag.

llbere are three nain worri.es as it beco:nes obvious that feral
nj"::: are here to stay. One is their possibly danaging etfect ol.
nati"ve prey epecies. Diotary studies ha?e bas:!. doae both here a::"d i:r
$ga:ldinavia where feral nink popuiati.ons sre xideapread, fhe resuLte
indicato that nlnk are opportu:dstic predator$ eld although diete
vary with stasot and Locality a torgh gu-i.de is z0-Aryb snall &annals -ret6r rrolea, rabbit$, etc.n 5-1% watsrfon:- - ducks, coots, noorbea's,
}!S figl: - eslecj.al:y eels, perch, etc., a:rd occasicnal-ly a3out a*d
ga'14o!.. Grust acea, e.g. croyfisb and shore crabs a:rc taken w}cg
availab).e, aad toads ard lrags bave oecasio::'al-ly been r:ecoraed"

?bc eecood {orry 1s danage to polllry, flsh farr' stockoo
oraaso[tal rildfoul , etc. T]rj"s car teatly onJ"y be nilinlzed by
careful coatrol of the loca1 r:i*k nuabers aad exclusiol fron pe:rs.
Sxited lrape such as tbe Inbra or Juby ralbit trap cr cage trapc xere
used fo: n:ink c.o&trol' but detai-ls and advice sbould be obtained fron
the uesrsst XIFI divisioaal office.

FlaalLy there is the threat of conpetltlon with native saraivore$.
Like the nink, nost of Sritailrs aasnallaa predators bolong to the
fanily llrstelidae. *be closest j.n slze is the polecast, Uqgtgfgpgtorius which is rare and nai-nJy confined to C6ntral a:i.affiE-wales.
aF'ri'F--.Unlike the minkn the polecat prefers forest and farnlarad and nai:rly
h'ur.t* s:!a11 uamna1"6, so so&petitioa j.s probably aot very i:nportant.
l{orsver one of the }arger rnustelid.s, tle otter, k$r." }gjta favours
ainl"lar babltats to thi 3isk. Also'9@ or nore ol_TEe-!=lArre diet is
lish aud tbere cor;ld be gerlous eonpetiti-on bstleea theee tvo.
l{orsevs: studies on tbe r?specti?c *iets indicate that the otter takes
larger prey itens than tl:e clnk, v?:ich it aetively bunts uadsrwater.
fhs nink prefers to lruat fron the baakeide since it can onl-y stay
subrerged for up to ]0 eeeo:ltrs, Srcn studies j-n $r*eden it does secn
that vhere nink and otter eo-e:.ist, the otter is the superior
conpe*1tor and lnink a-re Jorce* i.nio aore nar6inal babitat rlbero :ts
aquaflc diet san be easil"y supplenented vith nauaals, etc.
Neverthelessr lnore rtrdies are aeeded on tbe poesible cc:npetiiion
betweea thege thrse x::stel1-*s e*pecla11y bere ia Sritaia vhere otters
had been declining i:: aunbers for sone years before nilk becans
established" It is posslble that Lov otter nunbers allowed niak to
spreed uore rapidly thal otherryise iato new areas, *nd sf course if
ott?r BusbSls increase a$ai:r, it is not hlotrn hcw fhe :)regense of uink
vi!1 affect tb.'is, if at all.

FinalLy, fhere are a var:ety ol eips wbich i:rdlcate tle :)rssenee
of nink oa a river sy€ten. $igbtinss are rsrer but best 1f you keep
q*iet and r*atelr arou:rd da$l or dusk. llirk trasks elosely rese:lble
ilose of a poLacat in size and shape. eharacteristie featlres are
c:.ear pear-Fbaped j.adEntations of pad and clawe (*xcept 5tb innsr tos
xbich rarely leaves a good nark). lracks arr grouped i.n 4ts 1l the
oink is nrovin5 quickly nhea it uses the typical nustelid "boutd" as
do fomots. If walkingr traeks a:'e i! groups ot 2/1 often r*itb a
tail pri::t. Droppings ot "scats" a:e cyliadrical, about 5" x ll",
tnisNs* a:rd drann to a poirii at o:rc end. lhoy have e eharacteristlc
ranJr, u::ple a*s a;rt snell ald e*.:t be found alosg ritelba::"Ls r asolg roclst
stc., and et N;:s sntra::ce to niak de:rs. ?heee a3e ofte:: fo:nd 1a
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0:rr $eptenber outdoor xeetiug ltas a seti:r$ visit to the
$ink larn na a:r Hal-ifax T,tl:ere ve were osce again warnly welconed
by t{r ard l'lrs Hav};ard. Our first task was to irwestigate a possible
badger seti i:1 tlreir 6arden. Several hol.es 'rrsre seao, but 10
positive idestification was nad.e a:rd we noved on ta the !oa!n reason
for our visit, tbe f,arn itself.

1Or00O auicals are kept ttrerer e*d affer seeiag se"cral- varieties
inclirdiig tbeir ovn breed, Pearl" eross' we were shown the preparation
side o.f fhe busj.ness. After skitning the ninkt the pelt$ are cleaned
a:rd then dried on stretcberg i.o a tenporatr:re contlclled environsent.
?hey aee then sorted by leagth and colour and packed ready for
despatch to the auetio:ls in Lo*do:r. In addiiloa to the pelt
prepaiaNion rcons, l{r Sawkyard" }ras a small. laboratory whe}e N*sts a:e
camled out to eosure his stoek remalne healthy,

Apart fron n fsw oasty nomen-,s with a suspected l{ustela rescapusl
which in the event turned out to be a banaless- ErinaqffiE6n6??G-
a nosl er:joyable evening was had by all"



J U*urr:;tr , ur:f:i. d;Ti.

h:r*.er* Teg:'-L*rL;J rryorrci r,h* unusu:ri
'rt*s*,Nvt)TT b*i , tuf.*rrv*at*L3r, ther.eto :sr;t-
m*xffieL f an*zryy *v*'r Th* *v*arfr.

r:t*rS tzrt*xfr**T** r*.t **aX4'i",*l m"zt*
***n '*** y'*zr:h *r: *'K*zL*

It r*ould.:rrt be fair to s4y the Reservs hasart bad its rgone!.ts,
For exanple a roe deer (Capriolus capriolus) was observefl sxrirnrnisg
across tire Reservoir on ffiff-1$$-1 (tr-E?ines : iiamogate and
.listrict ltlaiura-l"istsr Soeiety-Annual Reportll9Sl) and the followin6
year a stoat (Ilustela erniaea) was 6eet! to raid a noorhenrs aest oa
! Jure I9B2 (A-!rtr-IE1t;;-:Taxogate and Distriet Naturalists:
Soci-ety Ansual Report/1982).

But, intereeting thou6h th€se rccorde are they neither set the
local "grapevine " on fire aor resulted in coachloads of nasmal
"twitchers" dgscending on the Reservel

Just as Gouthwaite vras about to be put o::. the 6rr::vra1 ratching
&ap - $e had it in nind io "invent" a Yorkshire rivaf to the L,och l{ess
nonstet - lle actually live-tralped so$ething equa13.y ua1ike1y.
Uell; alnostl

&""*'p*r* {}f +;32* *nfrm-n xme3-lz merffinaS- itLLy,r*:"/ '*wz.ng, *izrrL*{.!:- t}''Jt* zrt
t?t*, "zTii'- ',fr fr'tJ&{l,ry gyft{ti. T,t:.t:: "Y. *z'?;*"nzr* vi *"**r i'"u*22*rz4:l ,J.r"A*- .{}?sn"{* r:i:} {}t Th*
';.47.]rryiLm* Tzr;n*r; 'flw* "p{:TTzL*#J-{}TL ?,t' w#T n ir';* F,*narv* *TA '.fi/{.} 'u*i*+;, *it";*r :-

rtzi;;?rr**n L*nrya*Tt;yi t;Tep# Yryzl;**- wz?;kz r*27*,J **LX'*, f ":.rey"*r3 
m{aTr,* zA,T'L*-

"{'arzfLry{*r ffi*e*ffi -,ir*T';} Lns.,T'*.Ttl3 V**tt"*& *.v;*rz *n +';!z*"ffi;t:::.{"',:1,, Trl*
nortlrern end of the Reseryolr (aS Ref. St 121 ?r9(r) on I Octeber 193],

The traps were set at 21 .00 hours on B October 19BJ a-rd blowfly
pupa rrere added !o sustain *i:rews. Inirepid trappers assembled at
Goutirwaite at O$.00 tne following norniug- in extii:.ely wet anrl nist;: ,
c,oaditlons but our raia*soa.ired spirits *ere bolstered when an albir.l t'
n re*y L *'* *xZry&''r,}T*
**.* 'rs*mn ffiet zn mrz

{"*Z,Wp!;,,y+'+ WMkH} wie* ra:"x"'g*rffi** fr*,r, n ks:,:r,: w:i1:^*vj
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In April 1981 ny fati".,er, Dr ! S $*itl:, r*atched an adult
hecgehog (Erinaceus europ:,eus) walking across tne tarmac of the
drive to his house in Baucwford, near Nelson, Lancashire, shortly
after nid-night. v{hi}st Nhe arri$a} was spoN)"i-6hted by the drivewqy
1i-girt he saw a tavny owl (Strj-x aluco) srroop down on the hedgehog
and, although he wai unaclF-Fo see-Fe ov}- ca:ry it off, the*hed[ehog
had disappeared.

the seinal was a-D. adult a::d would u::doubtedly be a prickly iten
for a tawqy oN1 to deal with. Records ol these i.nteractions are
rare and although Xorris (1983) reports attenpted attacks he believes
tanny or*Is would bave X"ttle chascs of a kilL. Skrll renains ol a
hedgebog were found in a tawny owl pellet in L:est Gernas$ a.nd
although there was specr:lati-on that it nay have been a killo
ccavenging remaiqs a likely possibl]ity (Klaas 1979). Spines for:.:ad
in a litt1e owl (Athene noctua) Dellet in South ly'aIes were even tnore
Iikely to be evid6;a-d-6fE-cavenging (Breconshire Nat. LB-l-9?9: 29).
A barir owl (Tyto alba) has also-been reported on a hedflehog road kilt
l"0 tird.lotnr-Fn L uunsl- re &, I]unsare I9 /6) .

One Europeal owl which is equipped to deal with hedgehogs is
the eagte owl-(tsubo bubo). lEey^haire been shown to conpiise-a
significant parT-aT TF-e diet in tsavaria and one study ia Sweden showed
then to make up 8% of total itess ta.lren (Wardhaugh !9Br). Norual-ly
the flesh is ncooped agt ar* the skin discarded but llijnch {1958)
reports one captivg bird swa1lowiag iredgehogs vholel lhe spiaes were
regurgitated l"aiel 1n pe1lets. Furtber reco:-ds of eagle owls taking
hedgehogs are dcc!:sented by Xikkola (f98,).
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(I'iy thsntrs to Dr j:,\an Dunn of the Edward Grey Institute, Oxford,
for iris assistarce ia the prepe;raiion of this note.)

3a*ie D $ $nitho li.Se. l{.1.8io1., f2 Crab Lane, Harogate, l{31 53s.
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fhe tj-rca fear, l93l-, st:rrtea xith only one, lasl, _ye a:r there
were _tso, aud t !::i- s year four. -l.nd, a1thor49h the'experti; !e1j- us $ewould be sr:rprised how ;rany hedgehcgs pass--in the night visi Lingfogd bowls en roste as a3 extra bosus, 1 liked to think Nhat xr.y
hed"gehogs ,ere,the sa:ne srres vho visitecl me regularly i_n ordefto getg ggod feed bsfare stseting out or: Nleir rr.ightty tunliog expeciitioi.s I
94fy I.d"i'l:r't get rou:r<i t$ sprri/-painti:rg them-for ideitJ-fieatioa,br:t certaj-n1y one vas easy to recognixe for a white earlj_er thj_syea? - a. rather pretty little creat.ure which I iaagi:rad \ras a .female
beeause on several nights she had a tick swelling quibe rre ar !o oaegf lgl eyes. , this particular hedgehog alvays appeared first,Nrotting qu:ickly d.own tbe same path to the bowl, followed si:.6rNly lrya l-arger seru.ffy*loolci_ng fellow, *arker in color::. He came fron adlfferg::a d"ireci:ioan and then t,,rc others c aae aloag Gter, Oae aightthere vere three hedgehogs eating bread and. :ni1k iogeihe: fron the-
same bovl and aot bei:rg averse tc havin6 coelanJr. Si-nce hedgehogs
]tav€ Eo territotial areas of their own to gua:d, no doubt tl:rt
accou"rrtsd for i.t- il:ere vas no jealousy ar:al tbey looked xucli likethree hungry pr:ppies hurriedJ-y scoffing their focdl Last year there
rtas muctJ snorting, snuf f l_j-ag p::d backing to a-::d fro vhen more tha.n on
hedgehog appeared, br.r.t not so this year.

f somet:mes satched- then throueh binocuLa:g lar closer
observation - it was easy Lo see th6ur in the ligh," o,- the kitcherl
ui ndor* - although the boNl" vas or:ly about lO feet lrcn the back d.oor,
and if I cropt oui qr:-i e t 1y l was ai: l-e to Set vitbin *i"gbieea inches
of the little ani:aa1s without disfurbing tlrcir meal . ::o absorbeC r*erethey" Quite ofte:l, rtben a solitary hedgehcg anived, j-t 'wou1<i ;itright 1n Nhe middle of the f,ood a.nrl the r.ext visLtor llad to quer:e
uaNil tb* first had had its fill!

Sroa l'lay o::vards I p::f out bread agd rnilk at dusk, al]d. errery
eys:1ing ore {,. mo*e hedgehogs never failed to appea.r. Car headlights
doxn the baea raad, engines rerr\rlng up, dogs ba:king, voices aJrd
otlrer .la:a11j- ar s oui:.ds never sorried t[:en, 6ut any u.irisual smal]- noise
suel: as a ea;.*ra click or a l-oud bang, se::t them scurlyfng into tire
bushes, only to retu*r within tr*enty minutes or so to resuae th.eir
feast.

llhe first year I puN ti:e f ood intc a shallow pot borl , br:.t the
l:odgehags pu*bed" it ab out s$ nnueh du:i::g the nj.gbt raN*ling it €:-ong
lile xide conerete path that the :roise awakened ry 'ralti- alimel'l
rrelglrlou-r: Sbe uas unhappy ab cui my "|eeding them at all *s she said
the food wox:-d attract ra*s.j 1 retalj-ated by tel]-ing her j-t r,.ras ]}at
these l-ong ensugb for that and explained that, in aay case, the
bedgehog was the gardener's best f3iend a:rd by encouraging the^r ;,hcy
vo::1d help tc keep doxn tl:e slug populaiion. I also started puttl::g
t]:e food in a less noisy plastic dish, so I believe I won in tl:e e:dl

fhe busiest tise of each yean !ias, of couree, Jur:.e, July and"
A:.:grst when for a while I ead to put out tr,io helpin6s of footl al once
1 triel minced meat al a:: alterrlative to bread *nd rnil-k but they we:e
not interested. Sut now all is quiet, they hav* eeased their
visitations anci f suprose hav€ gonr i-:rt c their vinter h:ibernatio:r.
But I do hope at least one or two al llen eccapc bein6 burnt in a
rubbish heap a:1d $urvive u:eti I nex-i S*ing wliea f shall- certainly kee
a:n. eag€r eye oper. fc: tl.:a Nel.coroe :etu:a of these prickly l_ittlefrie nd"s,

.:::),"'i .::t.l::,. ;:72 r;t rsr;:t u 3 {"it'".i :l *w:"t; .'li, r;; i:,,e. * iT :;zt:z.r: ,,:,2i,,tJ 42'i.; ,t



_ &1thoa6h :lot the nost scientific way of studying the food
ggology ot s,sa1s on tha Yorkshire coastr-vatehing-sei1s dealing wi.ththeir ;:rey above water e a:: prod::ce inteiestinx lihavioural
observat j-ons, letlr fish records a:d. can forn tlie highlight of a dayrssea watching, '&t one tlme I only used to r*ateh b:iid"s :-.., then 1discovered- cea:.s ..... | .

?h" technique has certaj_n advantages cf conver:ie::"se cverstudying,tle contents of seal droppi-ngs, and ol cours& the alternativenethod of, identifying the contents of s6al stomachs do*s ::.ot d.o muchfor the seals coacernedl

There are :fruneroua. often v*ry a":eci-eat, refereaces to seals takin6salnoa from fish traps in bays and estua:iee on the rorkshire coast
lhoqf, these aceounts were usually wri.tten by those with a vested.i:.terest ia the fishing industry. one ol thl f:rst naturalists *oracord the feedj"ng behaviour a-t1d prey of seals os the rorkshire coast
wag i;rf .l Clarke of Scarborough aad although rather lilritedn h:i-s
ob$cryati"oas threrr 1"ight o:r a subject about which almost rlo bi:ing uas
knorrt.

On tr'iley Brigg 6 tr'ebruary lpOl he watehed. a conmoa seal_ eatch ald
e.at a (G39,us col.laris) estimated to be 10 Ib. in weight anri ensft|rg1.
about 6 Lb. ( Scarborough tr'ield Naburalists Society I"ri_nutes per
C I Xassey). 9" 8 October a974 a co&:is:). saal seized. a hookel codliyrgr
bec'lne hooked itself and was l-anded and kilLed- (Naturalist. l_g45 :-'424)- During January and February L9t, one of "oo*-n-AE'aoLe'naeals present in the Soltb Bay, Scarbororgh, spent xuch of its time inthe harbou.r aouth where its feedia6 te eh.a.i- que s were closely studied.Again, cod of about IO Ib. weight, together with Viviparous orYarell r s Blenny (Zoarces v}leqrus ) and coal- fish (Gadus virens) were
brought to the surTice--fo-E-e--&eTt with. Kteoto-pEFElitfsm-'lFoveci to
be a hazgrd as herrj.ag gulls rrere ready to g:ab the catch frbn thejaws anil front flippers of the seal as i_t surfacad. (Naturalist., i-9l5:
79*8 *nd 1936: 76-A. On the )0 t{arch 19}6 one of the seaft-aiTi"s uitl:e h:r:rbour mouth for fish $c?aps thro{n try the coble fj-sherl}c},
ni;guid"od.1y took revense by seiziag aad killing (but nob eati::g) a
sr*inning ki-tti*al<e. (lialuralist, 1936 : 4I-+))-

iJ::e of the earliest and :lost celebrated records ot grey sea-l_ on
t!.ie lc*kghi-re coasf - a species r*hic!: acNadayg *asily o*ir:r:rmber* tbe
* 1*;i:tffity{Z ,%* m.L 'zri1&# *f *T1* fr**n *ff T"z"-Lrz'go*,m. ''z{ra"rrmn *n.3Z i
**aLzxz"ffi wztrt &" "zr*Tg{ Trzrg* T&:f'r tlg;e ffiW"3'u
'4""tw+4 tzzn*'"-lryy z*4 4'1n 44*r.- 4-n4 "l n** l,-'4 -,.-XT-- +-t^7-

*TJ 5 L iuzzrys'r:t, 2t"34 3, *7s,* fznh La*rzwrLflri-o:rily ryith its*i"ir lic^(:-"i;i%" the seal lreld it in the air".
tWry:. laT:ry,TaryYrt "-:.{:}4ry * A;&*3},

itith sea*bird watching oa the Yotkshi,re ooast developing i"nto a
growth i-nduetry a:rd with seals being nore abrurdant tlias for maay yearsr
there is considerable scope fo:n naki-ng useful and interestirg
observations of seal/fish !-:rd oc seal,y'gull interactioas. Lny such
r6co?ds Ncrld. be gratefully recelveci-
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Arcordlng to "live Trapping 3::ta11 Hannale" (J Gurr:,el)" at:ii
J R Slor,rerdes : 1?82) prebai-tlag l,aagworti: traps "is a pe:rcoal-
ehoie*'r and, as a 6uide to prebaillng the publication suggests
"nr: prebait or oae day prei:ait for most habltats but one or tuo days
in grasslald yl:ere field vcLes (Xicrotus agrestis) e:e l:eing studied""

Recent work carrj"ed out ia the liamogate area rather
spectac:.:.la"rl-y confi:xed thaf , u:r1ess ;rou'le afler llicrotusn ;iou can
oLlain oxelfient resu:"ts ver;i quickly without prebffi- TLe only
thing tc watch is that trapt are set.in choice axeas.

As an exaxple I six iongworths wete sef ol a $club-covered
roadside verge i:.euli HamogatE (CS Ref. ss 486 5?S) on ] Septenber x Q.:.:.
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Four hcurs later each trap had s3 occupalrt with the catch made Lp
four baak votes (Clethrioiroayg Cl4le-Slgg) r one. colunon shrew ($orexT*uy: **r|'n n;f *2*,4 
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l{ore good luck than nanageme:1t you nigbt thi.* but it sust
question the va-l"ue of p:ebaiti.ng - particula:).y at vuberable or
iraccessible rites.

?]:at the Gurnell a.r:.d llo{erdew "suggestion" is not on}y sound
but tried and tasted is underlincd by tl:e fact that the quickest a
field vote has bsen trapped without prebaiting is fifleen hours with
acceptable resulls only coning after iraps have bee:! in situ for
forty-eight hor:.r€.

J iJryzsnt;&T n ry} "#h iryhn'ri 'tor*v* n '* xr*'#/rk*, T!**TbTz Y*rk*hLrry "

:t):t: :rt lirznL*rry*';: r;"':,1 u;2zr* -r1ti:'a;;''*-r:* iJ*nm*:3frrT:ttT?
L'::,'il*7*T-t{:, *:*{}Tx *T.z azZr:*rzL ii+v7q?-22.,"::;Y:w::,3 * ri.r:: itfo it:,"ry{:)

*tz T:'/:L-t:{::}r 1?'r:..'*.r;,i"":. *'ttT:nL"'ji-;-:)'{!:{} ltffi*3.zstjzrrz'r4 {|L"r;*7;"1

'29,t'tr /',j
13i.sr",t z

t ) *",';zz'.:k-z Ll:t 1iry62:AzY3t3
'Lm'* & r: * r*L ryiz Ln i"r.zi- rs :TItt::t;:- *rs

i:fs7{**n!; fiiffi{jz,riLT:t* :n1:7,Tt;*T'} -

i"J r:'rz?; r.:i{:+; *z: V:;n tt"';; rzr',t *, ta



':i fi*?'iTij "ti,.:";,'';

7ltzznz*T{,}';rii rzl ;:,rr:;7"Lft'{,ti, r:i w{:tn;*"r frz::,7*'..t4 t. :i,* c::y:: '{ta{i.&ii'{l{i,
"T*r..ttsrTr*,3 fTr)ff:', 1;,t fr:rrz;zL ?tzr:,n*?'lj\z*rrzt;*TLl m* tr ltr*::(:,\JT,

l:* , t:n*::r$ rzt';*ryz**m *1272 *Z +;i:r* f ar:m -Ln "'fim"y' ***
T r***ru:ffiffi* *{"$t;3 *.{ !),:'rrs*rs *71 *"rL*K,p*{J'**ry f zrr;t,*h*rt*

j rtr,iw *
{: n ?,?:zri

T; t:*Ti
". . {r a"r Yr
i.,' 

'- :1J* e

{!t {i.{_3'2,{3TL

3 :\;,* it i' '.i n i"::i," ." :)L a t j'.--r

Th*ytve beea pleltiful to the extent that theyrve actuaily
feen c ar:ght in a "fipper" trap iu the f alnl:ou*e a"nd a:r aeinaf lound
llrking uader a si:eet of corrugated iron wae c*lght by the Jar:aer -
Nith h1s trare hands - t' just in ease anyone fron t rXats llalterr to
*ake a few snaps". ( Uaf ortunate l-y the farner badnrt quite gob to
grips with the legislation concsrain6 the irapping, ba:rdling anC
photograpi.y of shrewsl )

t-,t,"j";y
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*rith egg transaction conpl-ete and wbil$t eugagod ia polite
ccnvereati.on witl: the farr:er'c wife the farur collie began to bark
a::d serateh frantically in an attempt to underaj-ne a paving stoae ir:
tne farmyard. There was obviously sonething beneath the sto::e arrC
investigatlon revealed that j-t was a ltater shrew r'rhich ran over one
of the surprised observerc| leet i-n uaki.ng its escaoe.

fhe col-lie r*as, cf course, severely reprimandeC for infnnging
the',{ildlife a:ld Countryeide 3^ct but }:e didnrt see:n to understand ihe
legiel-atioa either.

I" "&1&v;3'ri*';.)* zau) T*r3"'L2::l Sxrst T, *ia#'y a;**"*?zzrzyg *;l'e'J. r:*y,:.r: iz{,*',$ i*TZr:/;'r::,3
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In experiroenbs i: Canad.a the vole (llicrotus pen::syIva:ricus) has
becn showd to exl:ibit a ripif icar:tlr hiffiffieTi66T-ffiTii6rine
trape prev!-oasly occupled by Xiqrolsg" Ti:ey showed signifieant
avoida::ce of traps previously occupied" by other .o{isnts or Nhe
pr*daciaus strrew Bf+"ig: brevicabha. ll:ere was lr:: *ven loxer
prcbab5.lity ol eelering traps whaEF were previ"ously e*pNy. T}:* $aae
study shows Bfarina bo be aa important predator of I'iicrobus irr
Canal.a. (tso6;ffi1--R, Rocici r a irna Carleton D j, Cai-JffEil-Tourr:j,: of
icology 60 : 438-tt4A L982).
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BATTTNG Lg8'

_I-t h?rd1y seens six months ago that an infornal neeting with
Bob Stebbings initiated a Bat Section within the yMG. As rElated
elsewhere in this issue, we have experienced a frantic season ofliving on adrenalin, balalcing priorities of telephoned and. written
messages, fi3a5,,gg people who- are prepared to nake the journeys, andpicking up thelpieces when the equation went awry.

^ __ Rather tha.n give a b 19r,r by blow account of roost visits, thefollowing paragrapbs highlight some of the exotica aad unusuil
gxperiences of a batting season which effectively lasted three nonthsduring the hottest British sunner since 1976.

fhe niddle of June opened our season with the investigation ofpotential roosts at Kirkhan Priory. Despite failure in capturing
specimens for identification, we feeL ceitain that a sinele nrlrserycolony of c. 5O Daubentonrs bats (l{yotis daubentoni ) was-presenr.
{gl"yg" r . the t ent at ive ident i f i c at-'lidsT?Gkn-fe 1 age 

- 
c ol or at i on,flight characteristics arrd dropping evaluation by ui.trained eyes -notoriously variable factors - and a serious att6npt at speciiencollecti.on fron a rather awkwardly located situation will-have to be

attenp_ted in 198lr. This i.2th Century priory which succunbed to
Eenry VIIITs Suppressi on of 1519 is now a D6E listed ancient monumen!
qnd ++es jlst ,OO yards fron the River Denrent, a rich foraging areafor di.urnal and nocturnaL insectivores. Noctuie bats (Nyct;IuJ
nogtuta) were alnost certainly observed in ffight; bui-Affilistance,
arxtl once again identification was based on flight cbaracteristics.

A. nonth of quietly chasing up reports of sightings and potential
roosts gleaned from charece conversation gave wqy-to a-deluge- ofreports and contacts in August following nedia publicity. -This was
generated by the award of a grant by the British Ecological Societyto purchase a-n ultras ound detector. tr'or the statisticaLly ninded, -

we received sone 42 enquiries that were dealt with by rphone, writtenreply or, in the najority of cases, a visit by one oi nore of thesection. Our furthest enquiry was a desperate plea for help fron
frggtatfn in North Vales ..... txeedless to say this had to be
deflected to the Nature Conservancy Councj.I oifices in B.ngor.

Indeed, the nost satisfying aspect of 198] has been tbe degree ofliaison with the Nature Consenrancy Council here in york. llhis-has
provided us with roost data that has subsequently been loaded on the
computerized file at ITE Monks Wood, and by preventing or delaying
exclusion of nursery colonies we have helped inplenent a facet of therWildlife and Countforside Actr 1981 - one- of th-e prine reasons for
the Sectionf Ithe Sectj.on's fornation. An exauple of this was the effective de14yin denolition of a suspected pipiitrelle (PipistreLLus pipj.streffUs)9f " 3_ suspected pipistrelle_ (Pipistre[us pipistrellus
roose site at Settle. As a sequel, the lan@ero@oTft-reato build roost boxes on their subsequent property. -

The naJority of our visits were in fact urban pipistrelte roosts,but nore rural locations near Harrogate and Thirsk yiefaea conmon
lgng-earea (Plecotus auritus) coLonies. To gitd tb; fily, a positive
identificati6iT-y-Ti ilTTte-uuings of a NattSrer's bat (iiioti-s
natjEereri) at Keiby, due east of-York, represents a new 

-ffi-record
aDd s.n additional record for the county, the last specinen being
recorded in ftf4.

The largest investigated roost of the season wag at Castle llor,rard.
Warn hospitality and a dusk sojourn realised J2O coronon pipistreUes
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cllr prevLousry recolo.ec. roosr cl-sa.:sJ]se ti&e$. ijas.Le i{oward a
p.::cduc*d ou.r siagle :egord o.f a feuale whiskerecl i:af {Xyotispu3auceo our s:ngle record ot' a rerale whrskered bat ()iyotis
Ty:tgcinls),be::rinq 4 i::cj.viduat acarine parasires of Tfe-65nus
w(&cari;-1,ae1a!t1dae;$p1ctur:rii:.nae).Thelipiniwniciaaeare excl"usively pa.rasitie oa cirj-roptera, and ihe specinens eolLected.
nppear to key oul as Spj"n,}::pix &fqti (Xalenati).

Thus e::ds or:: first seascats actiyiiies. Hepefully wiil: the
renewing ensrgy af $p:ing, 1?34 sill see a repetitioa oi olr:
3*C0€Sges.

ffi*e3" ffi*rz*,*
%m* '#***z*m L*m*"*x , )r'$ffifi 

"
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"'7*rr*r,*rz*"L h**xz *X h'n* ffi"rz*-ffih K*L*m, '',f *?2. T_ 
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#hr:yzt"t T4*LL*n bav* bw*n Lfr*nLzfxerS &* b*L*nqt*q t* b"ryth T\fqp\pry. enll

Y:tp"3,Zr; r whi ls L ,* Tleor #ampLc t rrsn Gn r r *wby &aLT aix* zrrdx*a** Lh*
pT***n** {}f r\ygi"l..x sp. tnc*L"
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Ii i.s fa:ir I think to eqy thaf we Nere caaght sos*what
'r::rprepa.red by the onslaught of enqu-i-ries vhich bad suamped us by
nid"-July" l,Je are after aI! only six irr ur.r:aber, and tbe freguency
af the calls a.:xd the urgency of the cafl-erg was iotally cveruhelxiag.
Our enquiries took us far a:rd wldeo tc lluxberside, Xorth Yorks!:ire,
the l{oors alr1 the I)ales. We sought roosts in tun:refs, lofts,
outbouses, farn buildi-r'gs, stately bones and ar.e iglt ccan::nents.
Ve looked ia airin6 cupboards, r:-ader beds, up ckixneys, behind
nardrolrs a-:rd shone our torches probingly i-at o the darkest recesses
of our eaquiraats' coey homes. SLaintive cries of rfrm afraid I
hanenlt cleaned up here for agssr and rlio you rea1Ly ir:rnt to Look in
ths l-oft? I vere bravely brushed aside in the relenilesg search for
bat d"roppings or noth xlags. It sooa becam* evident that if you
were to be a successful nenber ol tbe Bat Ssctj-o:r you bad to be
inguisitive, or have a loag nose, end noses cerlair:1y helped whea it
cans to savouri.g accumulated droppings. !{as t}is tbe 'Xarl Orey'?
or perhape more of a ripe Casenbert?

Oir hosts too uere as varlsd as the situations ilr N.!:icb *re fc::xd
oureelves. $oaetines chiro3tophiles, *ometi:aes fascinated, horrified
scared stiff or merely *urgrised. by the creafr::e that had fLown out
from their !,eathe'-boa:di"ag as bhey bega:l to paiat. They we*e usual-]:
r*elcomir:g a;rC a1:*ays I thirlk reli.eved to see us relatively norual
looki-*g iadi:.iduals rlox xra::, yorl actlally like bats? | Inevitably,
as a rllult ol thelr va*yiag degreee of, l:oepitality, tbey eajrned
tiremrelves a star ratiag:

'h Tr* * T* f"r*,ry?:w.*mtn
& e T*m *T **fX*#

* * & 'fizffi* er 7|""erw:f
* & && firy:* #.n#. ffirq*ek:XrA#h

It was this eleneat of u:::prediciabllity which ras for me thc
trr:e joy of 3attiag, you never hnav what you were going tc find, or
wi:o r*ith, or shore.

fhis suamer certai.aly e:ryloded tbe nyth loag held by syself that
July aad" August are dead montl:r.s in a na?urd- history 6el:.s€. 1l you
vant to see natu.al-ist activity in high suoner, then Bats are for you
What pleasauler xay to gpend a &ra?:! sunlme3 evea:irg tha:r in a
*e**r!ed lsurtaias .{bbey, eyes p*e1ed for a f,J-i"ckern a flu?ter of
batxing in the gatheriag dusk.

O.l co'::rse Nhe season r,ras not without ite problens. Xavi::g speat
h*.1f aa hour cg::vixcing on enquirsnt tilat he should leave his bats
r:ndisturbedo ti:e colony tlren ererged fron the ]rouse netct door and you
had to break the ne'rrs to bie rrnsuspecti-ag neigbi:our that he rtas the
luck;r oae aJter alll Then there .'*e:e the forns - vas this roo$t
behiad the scf3its sr should it be the barge boarde a:rd were the
e*tra::.e boles 'u"i:der ttre eaves or i.a the alex?

'&w* za; z'"4 t;n* lvzjTri',,Jt-3/"1 wz:zr*rz ak":t."L ri',;i:z.;l ltrzt;"'n ar# ",J:i:;hJ-'.:." t;hr:



*€rsistent call of tl:e tolepiror:e teLls us that ihe nursery roosts
are busy again ...". rWerve had ot}:e: kinds of birds in tte lcft
beforer -rrr" rshe was biiNen sn ihe ntonach by a baN vhi.le lylng
on ihe beach in Spain'
Chrisinas puddings rye stored in the loft'l

't**T y"L *x*mzn, 73, h**Laz&* #'br*&'t n .t*Tk,

l-*, ,.-*&,X z. 1 * ng i*-V

}:Lrlti##ir il::Zi:nt
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Cocumented ( l'1 J A ll:oxpe on, inpri::i; So 1 1!61 : 2). I':re current
occurrence ef the species j-n tNie araa is strongly susle.ted but the
1982 expeditj-aa docuae:i;ed by Dr {lhonpson did not ccaftrx thls in
terns of spegiaens. A* a resuli ol this a further invesNigaij_on was
nnunted by lr Robert gtebbiags of llotks 'ulood Experinental Station
in associraj-al {it:: t}re Xature Cor:servancy Counciln lorestry
toi:lission arid lir Roy Brown.

There are JO kssvrr:. Ui-ndypits in the Ryedale area and between
Oetobet JO a;ld Sovenber 1 l2 were visited. 3ev€n of these $ere
closely exanined, aamely As:*erry I atld 2 , |uckla:etls , i{otts }loJ-e ,,

flurton Cave ;;:ld leak $car 1 a.rd 2. Antofts ar:d Blin Gil-L bact
*r:ltral:ces r,r:d upper levels exall:ted but Gowerda]e l'ancl 2 ancl }loddle
!::d could nol be examined vi- li:out appropriate caving gear. The
results vere dlsappoi::tir:g j.n tl:at no sgecineas of Lesser Horseshoe
.rere recovered but one rjh:skcre4 tsat (!,,yclig q}'gtaci4qs) in buck i ancs,
two l-latr€:er. ri jats 1."iyotis nat uereri )-'illTfr6ErT/T-Eci one
iaubenLor'; -:rs t yotfF?au-ubE;6Eif-b l.cll;s i:olc were fou-nci.
-he NatLerer's record is a new one for Lhe arcu- lr Stebbings also
eonfirneel lhe oecurrer:ce of L,esser Sorseshoe and 3rowa long-ea-r'ed lir.i
:;'lecotu; qqfl'eqq) ard poseibly ihe occunencs ot ;randts Bat(ffiolTi5r:cf-llJ-a1. frb:o cire irape., size and loc:i. j.on of droppings.
tlFEIEo speTrtrTtea on the 1re;ete! 6f larbs€tel-lo {3a:bastel-Lus
barbastellus) wnich l-j"ke tl* f,.s;er trorseshoe is at-TlFT6iTfr6Fn lic.it
of its ra"nge a-::d is ::ecorded f:ox t}:e iielneley are:i thou6h aot t::e
pite. Seven of the Il specics oi Jritish ba.ts nay therefore use
these cayes during tlre year, pa::licularly as hiberaacula. fhe co*pl"ex
and fractured *alule of the rock, ?i.th nunerous crevices ;t;*ec flt
sightin{: d.ifficult but scratclings around tl:e crevices sl:cl i:ai
la.rge numbers cf bets .:se these sites asd D3 Stebbj"lgs estinatet a
pop:rlation cl :sve ::al hundred " the inport a::.ce of ilre cares as a
*hole nay i:e cr:r: j"dsr:.b1e and surrourding wocded, ri.peria.:: aad
?elaanent !asir!. lralitats are ideal for bats. Dr fitebbi:gs balier.eg
that the savea .:xay !e rsed as wj.nter roosts fcr aa area coverin&
several hund"red square rai les .

lollovi-:rg lhe curent investigation !r $tebbilgs has put certain
malagex*at proposals tr llorth lorks [oors National ]ark a:ld althougir
solae windlryits are already SSSIs he believes further recosnend.aiions
rnay be requi"red. p.rrther investigatiolrs are planaad and tire fi'tG Bat
Section na-:r also be lnrolved in su:weys. lbe story continuesl
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Over 120 parti.cipa:rtg rnrele prese:rt at fhe r*e*nd Xuropean
Synpcsiua on Bat Research heid in the Zoclcgical lepartseni oI :;onn
Uuiversiiy lron Sepi:eaber 2l to 25 \9e1. They car:e frcn alnost
ever; :ountry in Europe, including eastern Ourope. 3o*€,
r:nJor*u:rately, were uaable to attenc, incl-udiag a party .from Russl.a.
The Seologioal- lepartneat is aov housed in the sunaer reli*ency of,
llee*ors o{ Sor:: a:td Col"ogae, r.r}:1ch was i:rilt ia 179?. T:11s
splantrid a.nC spacious Xanovs:ian building is suns;:nded by lhe
Sotaaical Gardens.

?he:e werc eleve:: of us i:: Nl:e Britj"sb gro:rp, and nost oi us
contribufcd p&.pers at the variors sessio;"s. *he xajority of
coatributions fron part:capaats vere i* Englisl and *ernaa, but a few
wele in .['reneh. the higi:11gltru lcr ne, ],ere papers given by
Dr le|63X $tebbings cn bat consgrvatlon in lurope ard,orlduide at the
beginning of tbe co:rference, Ibofessor Neuveiller of i,/est Germaryr ol
echolocafion souad patterns, zudicgrane and foraging in echolocating
bats ard G Rother and Professor U Schnidto a paper on ontogeny of
vocalisation in the fruit eating bat {lh.yll"cltonus discol-or).

**'r:tw Truhwr#m*zmry *yz?;2ru?z **Tz*rz?**r*L*TLffi ww'T{;i ,3 r:?n *rz.-r*'L' n
{*v3 k?t* **Ttffi*mrm*z*m ffi%,3 wzT* '*t,r:"*",*"# *f *Iz* f-**rz6;ts*r;: 77";3-.; *{nt;
{Pteropus rcd:icensis). Susan Swi-ft on t}re residual- effect of ti:sber
tG;fffif'sX-TATsfiik lvery on winter activity cf pipi-strel-le bals,
l{ugh A.|r:idtre on high-speed pi:oto6rap}:i.c ar:alysis of bat flight a.:rd
!aul- Raeeytc conlrj.bution on reso:tlce partitioning in two species ol
bafs oeeupying fhe sane roost. fwo Swedish papers were of partieular
ilNerest for sen ::axe1y & Gere]l on lhe soeial sir,:rcture !n
pipielrelle populatioas and Pro"fessor Ahlears denl:stration of *a
instru*snt for detecting bat aLnS inseet souads.

It lras duri-ng the &id"-sess:-oa eolfee breaks x at neal ti*o;,
either in 1oca1 restaurants or at th* students' u.nioa buildiage, ihat
one gat to know others at the eonfererce. Ar fhe wsather was
exceLlent, lhere were ma-:l;r oppo:t"u::i"f ies to wa&der aroand the
Sotalical Garde:rs or i"rto the ldsteri* *ore of Bo*r 1tse1f. ?he last
day was Nhe excursiou day to I'ranklurN Zooo for a special guided tour
around the nocturoal xa&ca1 house, one of the fi-rst of its sort in
xo*ld, zoss. In it we ners $hown a J-a:ge colony ol neo-tropical frui.t
bats. Tiie return journey to Bon:: was via the Rlrine valley, *itlr a
xtop -for another guided tour arour:* oae of the na:ry casfles in the
arsa^. AfNer gliry5 around Xarksburg eastle, r.re all ta.l oa ti:e terrace
overlooking the &line on a perfect late Septeaber evening cipping the
l"oca1 hoek.

lior sc, iN xas a aost nencrable *:::l exciting few &ays in 0ersany.
l{y tha:rks, and. tl:ose of others present, nust go No l*olessor $chnidt
and tbe gtalf sf the Zoalcsieatr Departseat for thslr lind hor_'rrrlity
and ex;sllrat argaaizatioa.

"".:3i;A.rJ*'T
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tr nelr lier*slctt*r lo: all thnse interested in the stud"y aari
eonserqation of bats has b*en prcdueed by loay }litehell-Jaies a*d
3ob stebbingg. rt contai-ns a 1ot of uselt"l ii:fornation ineluding
the lqwt deal"i.ng Nith bats and proeedureu. lt is available fron*
l{CC, Godlri! Xouss, *eorge $treet, *:ntingdon }nl 6BU,

r*ra* Z*,r6,rs *y Z*r:ry iJ*2n3"'; , -*"&z"rzr3'ti "*,,ruk #'yr:zrp *
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The NaturalisN X; ?65 f?83

Ten years of reeording everyfhing lron squashed hedgelcgs tc
ulbr& foxes, exeeinlng ihe cente*ts af ov:" pellets and fox drcppinge
and aoniforing the prey brougirt in by d"on*stic aats, }:ac gxlxinaNed.
in the eonpilatioa of rAn &tlae of Ycrkshlre l{arnmalsr.

?ens of thousands of records contribuied by droves of
enthusiasts {!oi least Yj{O aenbets), lccal aatural bistory societies,
nusgun based tdata bankst,, rature 

'eserveg, 
eount:y parks, bird

rlaging statioas, etc., are nade avaj,lable as sets of 10 hi $cuare
and tetrad distribution naps covering the five Yorkshire vice -

counties. Al-so ineluded is a definitj"ve check list lf 8] Yorkshire
nannals - the first since 188L, ?he r.A.t1ast heralds a nsw era of
county-wide nanmal stu*ies, so be ia at the start of a nev save oi
recording. Jtrs a uust fo: your library, in ,fact, Aet a eecond copyto anaotate in the field.

Cgpiep are available lrom D: l{ R } $eaward, (Editor sl the
Naturalist), University of Bradford, Sradford, West Yorkshire tsD7 IDI
The pricx is 92.00 (including postage a-nd packj.ng). Dr Seaward is
kindly offerilg this pablicatioa aN a special raie for $pg!g[readers siace aomal prico does not inelude postage.

"H 
i:si3'2-I:{4',* ylkffi k Lffiffi

Anazonia:: nanatees (Trichechus inunguis) feed. on water plants
bui in the ciry season supllffi-1F.--IFhas been suggest-eo that
they are eapable of going up to 200 days (7 months) without feeding,
relying on supplies of b}:}ber built up ia tj.mcs of plenty. they
rely on a:r extremely lor* netabolic rate (38/" of standard).
{Best R 0., Slotropica 1} (1) 19S} : 61-54)

'ri:':it ffiw%i;trx ffiY\%TL '*7' '*ffi'm

Sophisticated. gar el:rcxatographical a:ralysie of faecal pslLet
odcurs of rabbits (0ryctolagus euaiculus) show that individual-s
T*ffi*{?ffi-Zm* t'rz*zT *wrz ffi,w}*5 W{\W*,X *"r2ry w#z2 nZr*n* #**T{}uzr:m,3,Ianiliarlty sf fheir owr snel"l in their onn terrlNory increases
levels of eoafidenes as xa;:ifested by aggressive and ropraduetlve
en*ou:ri*:s arr"d i*itiative, "&lso by eharacterislie postures and
,aNte:x* of novement.
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1!8lt llrograxne $pri::g,/ilumner

.tr,i{ijtgY
lfhursday g The Wor1d. kiLcilife frl"nd - lilxe o:r a marrrlraf ther:e

presented by }irs Lrynne Aldertan' th€ Regicnal
Organi561"

F"aBRUARY
thursday 2 | The Art of fa:cidernyr - David Astley, a york

taxid"erni"si.

fiARCj{
fbrrrsdair l rRodents a"!rd ?ree Seedsr * Clare Ktee of lilestfield

CoLlege: Londo:n Universi-ty,

A'PRIT
Thursd.ay 5 lAadiotracking Red Squirrels' - ltel lonkin of

Xerleuood. Sesearch Station, Grenge-over-$ands.

I,:AY
Thursday ] rtr'arning and Wildl-ifet - fi:ili.p Moodie ot ltdtr'F,

Severley.

.tltt{E
fhursday ? tThe 3Lael*roods lrap I - Ken ldilson reports on ten

years of Bmal-l mammal- researsh at Blackwoods"

FURTHER DAT.b}j FOR 1984

Seceeber l4 H glegts - rA l{aturalistrs Year.t-

I'ebruary 1!r R Dennis oa rjllglLat:d Birds sid their co:rservati"oa' ,
7.14 p.m.. &S}B at Unlver*1ty Ptrysics lectr:re ?heatre, Ul_i-versity

of York.

l{a:ch l-C 11{1J joint ueeting oa Sirds ar:{, },!arulal-s. ti Ar*old on
.2.OO p.x. ,Biological Reo.?ds aittr bat so::.seryat j-r:n t .(lr.f,tsrnoo;: !{ Gott-ard fl .D L.,1oyd on tBirdwatebi:rg irrourd Srad.fordt

session) and ! I{erriagohax on I Goshalrks I at Ua:iversi-ty of
6.OO p.n. Bradford-

t{::ilg,. (Tea and. tight refreshmeats avail"abte).sesstonl

Xarch t YtTli Syxposir:n ol' $airral l{istory - Xe:.'ortl:. Crr:fi
Scien$e laboratories, Colleg€ of Ripor and York 3t Joh-n,york.

Xarch 2] Ci;islett l{enorial lecture.
?.}o p.n. S Birkhead on r8i:rds in the trctic Savjronnent' at

University of l*eds.
npriJ" 6-! Ka:nn;ll. {iociet; .{011 at the Unive::sity of Aberdeex.

Contact Dr I' A .Racey, lept of Zoo1ory, Tillydroae Ave.,
"{i:erd"een Anq 2?:{ for detalll:-
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Contributions for Tnpgj+! will r.orna1ly i:e *::der fl)O ir:ords
btt tl:oee up to 1r0OO words wculd be acceptable far a najo: ii*::r,
,111- a3ticles, notes, a€ws ar:qi field reports principally of
Sorkshire inierest and within the b:oad field of l{a:xla.l-ogy are
1n scope. $otice of ooming neetlngs are very weleome :nd
eontrj-butors rhould bear il nind lapristrs publicafion dates in
Jure ar* )ecexber. ligirt*:, husofG-EStlsfes are alsc rselcome
but the .llditorrs discretiol nust be aeceptedl

*hilst not esseatial , it helps j"f articles are typed uith
lj-tles is eapj"tal-s. llease add an address for incfusion at the
end. k *otes a:ed najor articles, al1 versaeular names should
include the l"atinized forn $hea usea for the first tlne,
underlining gent.s and species. Con*rj-butors should ?esember to
aciiraowledge reference to otler publicaNions sentj-ar:ed j"a the text
by listing then separately at the end oJ tbe 1tea.


